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ARK-LA-TEX GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 4463 

Shreveport, Louisiana 71134-0463 

 

The Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association is a Section 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization incorporated in 

the State of Louisiana.  

 

The purpose of this organization is:  

 

 To collect, preserve and make available genealogical documents and records  

 To encourage an interest in genealogy and to sponsor educational programs for its development  

 To promote the Shreveport/Bossier City area as having significant resources for genealogical and 

historical research  

 To compile and publish a quarterly publication, The Genie, composed of records of genealogical 

and historical importance, helpful research information, and ancestral queries.  

 

The Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association meets on the second 

Saturday of each month from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the Broadmoor 

Branch Library, 1212 Captain Shreve Drive, Shreveport, LA 

 

The membership year is from January 1 through December 31 and dues 

are $20.00 annually for individual or same household family 

memberships.  Dues for those members joining in the last half of the 

year (July 1 - December 31) are $10.00.  Membership renewals are due 

by January 31 at the "whole year" annual rate. Payment may be made 

online through PayPal, by regular mail, or at regular meetings.  Refer to 

our website: altgenealogy.com/join.htm  for details. 

 

Statement of Publication:  The Genie is published on a quarterly basis and distributed electronically as 

a pdf document to members and subscribing institutions that have provided an email address.  The 

Association also participates in an exchange agreement with other organizations that publish similar 

genealogical publications.  Those publications that are received are donated to the Broadmoor Branch 

Genealogy Department of the Shreve Memorial Library.   

 

We welcome family history and genealogy research articles and records, especially those that are likely 

to be of an interest to others.   Some examples are family pedigree charts, cemetery surveys/records, 

family and community histories, and transcribed courthouse records.  We also accept articles describing 

a genealogical “brick wall,” as well as queries.  All submitted material should be typed or very plainly 

written and sent to our mailing address above or emailed to our editor at thegenie.editor@gmail.com .    

Please note that The Genie cannot be responsible for errors or inaccuracies, but will hasten to publish 

correction. 

 

Copyright Laws:  All who submit material from other sources should be aware of copyright 

restrictions.  When articles are obtained from another source, permission should be obtained from the 

author, compiler, or owner of the material being submitted and a statement to that effect provided.  Also, 

we encourage use of source citations when applicable.    
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 First Vice President  Sonja Webb sdwebb@bellsouth.net   

 Second Vice President  Reed Mathews reedmathews@yahoo.com   
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Publications (The Genie) 

Editor  Sylvia Powers thegenie.editor@gmail.com  

Distribution  Glenda Efferson Bernard glenda646@gmail.com  

Compiler  Elaine Johnson elaine.johnson@suddenlink.net  

Exchange Reviewer  Reed Mathews reedmathews@yahoo.com   

Exchange Coordinator  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  

 

ALTGA Committees 

Membership   June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  

Publicity  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  

Programs  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  

Finance  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com  

Seminar         Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  

Education   Sonja Webb sdwebb@bellsouth.net  

 

Other ALTGA Key Points of Contact 

Refreshments Coordinator  Barbara Dean Kronenberg bdk@suddenlink.net 

Refreshments Coordinator  Sarah White zeagler606@aol.com  

Name Tags  June Scholes jscholez@aol.com 

Reception/Greeter  Suzanne Stimits slstimits@yahoo.com 

Website  Jim Johnson jjohnson747@suddenlink.net  

 

Visit our Website:  altgenealogy.com  

Visit Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033769780203514/ 

Email us at:  altgenassn@gmail.com  

Email articles for The Genie to: thegenie.editor@gmail.com 
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President’s Message 

Contributed by Glenda Efferson Bernard 

Another year has passed, and we find ourselves at the dawn of another new beginning.  
As we look back at our last quarter of gatherings, we can smile and recall fondly our 
memories, think of the people we have met, and revel in the new information we’ve 
gained to help us process our family research. 

In October, 2018, we closed the long chapter of meeting at the Randle T. Moore Center 
as we initiated a new “home” for our monthly meetings and short seminars at the 
Broadmoor Branch Library, a part of the Shreve Memorial Library system; they 
welcomed us in grand fashion!  Our featured speaker was member, Kathryn Benson, 
who detailed reminders and new steps in breaking down our genealogical brick walls in 
“Breaking Down a Brick Wall – One Brick at a Time.”  She shared the importance of 
collaborating and communicating with relatives, visiting cemeteries, and re-examining 
records for missed clues.  Her entertaining and informative presentation encouraged us 
to study elements of history during the era being researched. (You will find more about 
Kathryn’s presentation in this issue of THE GENIE).  Glenn Moore’s Horn Book session 
was likewise well received, “Security of DNA Data and What You Should Know.”  Glenn 
showed a short video which documented information that we all could use regarding 
DNA data security.  He then reiterated important points in the video which he thought 
were significant. 

Jim Jones, a local genealogist who has become more of an expert on the DNA process, 
was our special guest at the November meeting.  Jim’s emphasis on his second visit 
with our group, “DNA Test Results – New Steps,” was a follow-up to his presentation 
from November, 2017, concerning DNA fundamentals.  The DNA test-results lecture 
and its handout were filled with useful information.  In fact, there was much more Mr. 
Jones wished to explain, but time constraints did not permit him to continue.  Perhaps 
he will come again to further extend our knowledge about newly released DNA data. 

Also in November, thanks to a generous donation, Dr. Laura McLemore, a certified 
archivist and head of Archives and Special Collections at Louisiana State University 
Shreveport, brought two fact-filled lectures to our group.  Every one present, of all 
genealogical levels, appeared to relish learning from Dr. McLemore as she shared, 
“Preserving a Perishable Commodity:  A Practical Guide to Caring for Family Papers.”  
Her handout was well received.  In closing her presentation, she encouraged attendees 
to investigate the many samples of archival containers available for purchase; these are 
an absolute necessity for the proper preservation of original documents and photos.  
What genealogist would not love to know these vital tips for keeping our most precious 
artifacts in the best condition possible? 
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To wrap up the 2018 year, our association met in December to elect and install our new 
officers.  Leonard Gresens was elected as our new president; Kathryn Benson and 
Sarah White will lead as first and second vice presidents for the new term.  Suzanne 
Stimits and Sylvia Powers presented a fun and educational game, “Genealogy Feud,” 
and we all indulged in a marvelous Christmas meal!  Everyone brought the most 
delicious meats, casseroles, vegetables, and breads that can be imagined.  The 
desserts were extraordinarily scrumptious!  Our many thanks go to everyone for sharing 
their treats and conversation on this annual occasion. 

My personal well wishes to Leonard Gresens as he leads our association forward!  It 
has been a particularly joyous four years for me in meeting so many of our members 
through emails, articles to The Genie, and one-on-one chats at seminars.  I cherish my 
relationship with each one of you!   Hopefully these friendly exchanges will continue for 
years to come as we encounter each other in the library and at future Ark-La-Tex 
Genealogical Association conclaves!   

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to everyone! 

 

 

Glenda Efferson Bernard with Christmas Poinsettia 
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Heirlooms Take Center Stage 
An article written and shared by member, Ms. Isabelle Woods, 

of presentations at the Family History Club, Bastrop, LA. 
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Preserving a Perishable Commodity 

Contributed by Sarah Zeagler White 

 

On November 14, 2018, ALTGA and the Broadmoor Library hosted a workshop 

featuring Dr. Laura McLemore, PhD, C.A., Archivist, LSU, who presented an interesting 

and informative program: “Preserving a Perishable Commodity: A Practical Guide to 

Caring for Family Papers”. 

Family papers include financial records, letters, legal documents, cards, journals, 

memorabilia, photographs, and other paper items that we value because they record 

our history. Dr. McLemore explained that it is important to carefully choose what you 

want to save and then organize your collection. Your family papers will include 4 

general categories: 

1. Correspondence: Dr. McLemore recommends keeping old letters in the order the 

original owner kept them. If there doesn’t appear to be any particular order, group 

them by author and then date. 

2. Legal and Financial Records: These documents can be organized by author or 

institution. In cases where there are only a few records, they can be organized by 

type. Dr. McLemore recommends not organizing the papers by subject because 

one document could have several subjects. 

3. Bound Volumes: Volumes such as journals, scrapbooks, or volumes of drawings 

should not be taken apart because the people who created them intended for 

them to remain intact and valuable information could be lost. 

4. Photographs and film: This category requires different storage methods than 

family papers. 

The environmental conditions that can damage family papers include:  

1. Humidity and temperature: High heat and humidity can damage materials and 

should be avoided. An interior closet away from heat, humidity, and light is a 

good place to store papers. Avoid attics, basements, garages, and areas near 

bathrooms. The ideal temperature is 60 degrees and a relative humidity of 35%. 

2. Pests and dust: Pests such as rodents, roaches, silverfish, moths, and 

bookworms can destroy papers, photographs, and artwork. Dust, dirt, and 

environmental pollutants also damage paper. Safe cleaning methods and non-

toxic pest control are recommended. 

3. Mold: Molds produce enzymes that digest organic materials like paper and 

books. They also have colored substances that can stain paper, cloth, and 

leather. 



4. Pollutants: Pollutants include lead, sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, nitrogen 
dioxide, and carbon dioxide. The damaging effects can be seen after long term 
exposure. 

5. Lighting: Ultraviolet radiation from the sun or fluorescent lights fades or yellows 
things such as water colors, manuscripts, photographs, and newspapers. Filters 
over windows, light bulbs, UV glass, and filter glazing in frames can be used. Dr. 
McLemore suggests displaying a photocopy of the original item. 

Storage: Family papers should be stored flat rather than folded or rolled, which can 
cause creases and warps that weaken the item. Documents that have been folded 
should be unfolded and stored flat. Papers should be kept in acid-free folders and 
boxes. Never laminate documents or use tape, post-it notes, rubber-based or starch 
paste. 

Enclosures: Documents and photographs should be stored in archival enclosures 
which will help protect from chemical and physical damage. 

Handling family papers: Hands should be washed and dried before handling papers 
and periodically during long periods of working with the items. The oils and salts on 
fingers can damage paper. Also, hand creams and lotions should be avoided. You 
should try to avoid writing on the materials, but if necessary, use a pencil and light 
pressure to write on the back. Wearing cotton or latex gloves while working with 
photographs and film helps prevent damage. However, some archivists no longer 
recommend using gloves for photos because of chemicals in the gloves. Avoid eating, 
drinking, or smoking in areas where the papers are stored or when working with the 
items. Keep your work area clean. 

Books: Books should be shelved vertically with similar sized books to prevent warping. 
An oversized book can be stored flat or shelved vertically with its spine down. To 
remove books from a shelf, push adjoining books inward and remove the book by the 
middle part of the spine. Always support the front and back covers when reading a 
book. When marking a place in a book, don’t use paper clips, numerous pieces of 
paper, or dog-ear a page. Forcing a book to lie flat is also not recommended.  

Storage and Preservation: Storage shelves should be able to support the weight of 
the books without overcrowding. Some types of wood, such as oak and chestnut, are 
not recommended because of off-gassing. Mahogany, walnut, and spruce are better 
choices. When a book needs support, use flat, soft cotton twill or acid- free polyester 
film rather than rubber bands, tape, or string. A damaged book can be stored in acid-
free paper, a phase box, or a custom-fitted acid-free box. 

Conclusion: Dr. McLemore stressed that the number one rule is, “Never do anything 
that you can’t undo,” and when in doubt, contact a professional archivist or conservator. 
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Editor’s Note: The author of this article has deliberately left the names of the town and the 

avenue blank, he said “,,,to protect the degree of privacy for the deceased and any surviving 

friends or family.”  I think it lends to the air of mystery.  Enjoy!  Sylvia Powers, editor.  
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Contributed by Johnnie Covington 

Member Glenda Bernard has been the president of Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association 
for the past four years but will retire from this position soon.  She first became interested in 
genealogy in 1978 when her father asked her for help in finding out more about his roots.  
His mother had died in childbirth, and he had been reared by a grandmother, so there 
were some “gaps” that he wanted to fill.  He lived in Baton Rouge, but Glenda and her 
young family lived in Shreveport, so distance made sharing information a problem.  Glenda 
used her “Mothers’ Day Out” weekly in order to go to the libraries and study census 
records. 
 
Glenda grew up in Baton Rouge and graduated from Istrouma High and later from LSU 
with a master’s degree.  While her sons were young, she was a stay-at-home mom, but 
when they were older, she returned to teaching.  She taught at a number of Caddo Parish 
schools including Captain Shreve and Broadmoor Middle Lab and retired in 2005 while at 
Youree Drive Middle School.  It was at this time that she joined ALTGA. 
 
Glenda and her husband enjoy travel, and they return to Baton Rouge fairly often to visit 
with their son and daughter-in-law and three grandchildren who are all involved in sports.  
Another son and his family live in Shreveport, so they see this fourth grandchild weekly 
and enjoy attending his many seasonal sporting events.  Glenda likes reading history, 
doing genealogical research, attending genealogical conferences, writing, and watching 
televised sports.    
 

 

Member Jim Johnson is from Emerson, Arkansas, which is north of Minden.  He went to 
school at Southern State College in Magnolia and received his draft notice his first year 
there.  Rather than being drafted into the army, Jim joined the U.S. Air Force and stayed 
30 years before retirement.  He worked in transportation and logistics, which is basically 
shipping and receiving.  He had to make certain that the right personnel and the right 
goods reached the proper destination.  Jim was stationed in Spain, Korea, Japan, 
Thailand, Turkey, and Germany.  He now lives in Bossier City with his wife Elaine, who is 
also a member of ALTGA.  Jim and Elaine have traveled to Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, 
and Indiana in search of her ancestors.  He is interested in learning more about his 95-
year-old mother’s maiden name, Broom, which is also spelled Broome.  Other family 
names are Sanders (Saunders), Allen, Johnson, Kea (Key) and Keener.  Jim and Elaine 
have two grown sons.  One is a professional musician and works with computers, and his 
wife works for the DOE; they live in D.C.  The other son lives in the local area and is a 
plumber.     
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New member Venita Fountain is a retired office worker from Emerson Oil, a company 
which distributes gasoline and oil.  Even though Venita is retired, she is very busy.  Venita 
loves to read and is a member of the book club at the Claiborne Parish Library in Homer 
where she lives.  She especially likes historical fiction, biographies, and Christian literature.  
Venita likes to cook and garden and do cross stitch; she has just been introduced to 
beadwork.  She and her sister, Mary Winn, do many things together and are members of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution and Arkla Partners, a genealogical group in 
Homer.  Venita is doing research on the names of her eight grandparents:  Gathright 
(Garthright), English, McAdams, Crowley, Barron, Raborn, Joyner (Joiner) and McClung.  
The latter two, Joyner and McClung, are giving her the most problems.  They are her “brick 
walls.”      

 

Member Katie French is from Many, Louisiana, which is in Sabine Parish.  She is retired 
now, after teaching and being a librarian in Caddo Parish Schools for 33 years.  Katie likes 
gardening and reading, especially mysteries.  She is a Master Gardner and enjoys her 
home-grown tomatoes and peppers.  She and her husband John enjoy traveling and have 
been to San Francisco and Highland, North Carolina.  They plan to go to Yellowstone next 
year.  Since John had to work in New York City, Katie would go along and tour the city 
using public transportation, without getting lost even once.  The couple has two grown 
children, a daughter in Lafayette and a son in Shreveport, who has a brand-new baby.  
Katie said this little granddaughter is her new hobby, and she babysits at least once a 
week.  The whole family is going to New York City next year.  They are looking forward to 
Broadway shows, restaurants, Central Park, the Statue of Liberty, and the site of the Twin 
Towers.  Katie would like to know more about the names Tannehill, Pou, Butler. Sellinger. 
Davis, Gray, and Graham.    

 

Member Melissa Elrod has always loved to read and knew from a young age that she 
wanted to be a librarian.  She chose to go to college at Louisiana Tech because at that 
time only Tech and LSUBR offered degrees in Library Science.  She graduated from Tech 
with a double major in library science and elementary childhood education.  Melissa’s first 
job was teaching middle school at Oil City which she enjoyed.  She served as the librarian 
at Fairfield and retired in 2011 after working at Captain Shreve.  Just a few days after she 
retired, Melissa went to work at Norton Art Gallery as its librarian. Melissa is a Master 
Gardener, an active member of the Krewe of Centaur, and a member of Alpha Delta 
Kappa, an international sorority for women educators.   Melissa is researching the family 
names Elrod, Wilkerson, Adams, Winkler, Doncarlos, and Meigs. 
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Ruth Remembers A Christmas Memory 
Contributed by Ruth Roberts Frank Berlin 
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IN MEMORY OF DALE JENNINGS 
Submitted by Sylvia Powers 

 
It is with much sadness that I report our friend, Dale Jennings, a long-time contributor 
and supporter of ALTGA and THE GENIE, passed away on October 8, 2018.  I never 
had the pleasure of meeting Dale in person, but he and I communicated by email 
several times regarding the articles he submitted to THE GENIE.  I knew him as an avid 
researcher and an accurate writer with much attention to detail.  His articles required 
little editing on my part.  As I have been reading what other Ark-la-Tex genealogy 
members have written about him in the past, I have discovered that he has contributed 
close to fifty articles since 1994 to our publication. May his memory and the effects of 
his contributions to Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association continue in our organization 
for many years to come. 
 
Obituary for Dale Jennings:   
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/haughton-la/dale-jennings-8018382  

Dale O Jennings 
September 24, 1937 – October 8, 2018 

Dale O. Jennings, 81, of Benton, LA, passed away on October 8, 
2018. He was preceded in death by his father, George F. 
Jennings; his mother, Ruth Ace Jennings; his step-mother, Betty 
Jennings; and his best friend and brother-in-law, William Meider. 

Dale was born in Washington Twp, PA on September 24, 1937. 
His family moved to George West, TX in 1945, and he always 
considered it his hometown. He lived there until joining the Army in 
1959. He retired as MSgt after 20 years of service. He completed 
his education by graduating from Northwestern State University in 
Natchitoches, LA. The next 20 years were spent working for Anti-

Pest as a technician. 

Dale was married to Larri Hunt on February 28, 1968, and they had two daughters. He 
was a wonderful father and loved his girls so much. After retiring from his last job, he 
became interested in researching Larri’s family in Bossier Parish, which led him to write 
many articles about the history of the parish, which were published in the Ark-La-Tex 
Genealogical Assoc. Quarterly, The Geni. He enjoyed sharing his knowledge and 
helping others in their research. He also wrote a book about his childhood in George 
West and Live Oak County, TX. Dale was also a big New Orleans Saints fan. 

He is survived by his wife, Larri; daughters, Laura Jennings and Shannon Foster 
(Charles); and his step-daughters, Joani Rowland (Mike) and Suzie Lester (Rusty). 
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Also, his grandchildren, J.V. Rowland, Alexandra Pike (Josh), James Lester, Loni Lester 
and Stacy Loe (Brian), and eight great-grandchildren; sisters, Janet Leslie (Bill), Beverly 
Meider, Nancy White and Sue Canfield (Dennis) and brother, Paul Drake (Elaine). 

The family wishes to thank all the doctors and nurses that treated Dale during his 
hospital stay, especially the people in the ICU at WK Bossier. We are so grateful for the 
loving care they showed to him and to us. We would also like to thank all our church 
family for the kind words and prayers. It means the world to us. 

There will be a time of visiting with the family and friends from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., 
Saturday, October 13, 2018, in Lagniappe Hall, Cypress Baptist Church, Benton, LA.  

 FAMILY 
 George F. and Ruth Ace Jennings, Parents  
 Betty Jennings, Step-Mother  
 William Meider, Best Friend and Brother-in-law  
 Larri Hunt Jennings, Wife  
 Laura Jennings, Daughter  
 Shannon Foster and husband, Charles, Daughter  
 Joani Rowland and husband, Mike, Step-Daughter  
 Suzie Lester and husband, Rusty, Step-Daughter  
 Janet Leslie and husband, Bill, Sister  
 Beverly Meider, Sister  
 Nancy White, Sister  
 Sue Canfield and husband, Dennis, Sister  
 Paul Drake and wife, Elaine, Brother  
 Mr. Jennings is also survived by his grandchildren, J.V. Rowland, Alexandra Pike 

(Josh), James Lester, Loni Lester and Stacy Loe (Brian), and eight great-
grandchildren.  
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Family Group Sheets 
Contributed by Sonja Webb 

(From the July 2018 Hornbook Session) 
 

What is a family group sheet? 
Why use a family group sheet? 
 
Take a little time to study family group sheets. Having them 
will over time help the family historian better understand the 
information collected on a family unit.  
 
Family group sheets are an essential tool to organizing family 
data. The family group sheet gives structure to your 
information and is a quick reference of a family unit. Family 
group sheets come in a variety of formats. It’s a good idea to 
review several and decide which one best fits one’s personal 
needs. 
 
Every family group sheet starts with the male. It’s called a 
group sheet because it is a collection of information on a male, 
a female, and their children. Family historians are familiar with 
a pedigree chart that starts with an individual then builds out in brackets with each bracket 
listing the male head of the household first. The family group sheet profiles each male listed on 
a pedigree chart. The information collected on the group sheet is a valuable record of a male 
ancestor, his spouse, and their children, which provides the family historian with an overview of 
the family unit. The family group sheet is the quick reference sheet of a family unit. 
 
The first chart a beginning genealogist fills out is the pedigree chart. This chart is a broad 
portrait of a family branch. The genealogist’s plan is to fill in a bracket on the pedigree chart 
then for each bracket fill out a family group sheet. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Group Sheet 

Pedigree Chart 
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There are a few basic rules to filling out a group sheet. First write the surname in CAPITAL 
letters. The date order is day, month, year, i.e., 18 Oct 1901. The place order is 
city/township, county/parish, state, country, i.e., Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana, U.S.A. 
Always remember to document the sources of information and to be consistent when filling in 
the data. 
 
There are several family group sheet formats. One needs to study the different formats, and 
then decide which format is doable for your ancestor information. The following are samples; 
notice that each has its own unique features.  
 
1.  Stevenson Genealogy Publications format 

 Spaces for detailed information 
 Column for listing sources 
 Front and back for spaces for 11 children if needed 

 

 

Notice the 

Order: 

1. Husband 

2. Wife 

3. Children 

 

 

Notice top Right 

Corner: 

 

Record the 

sources of 

information 

 

 

This page has a 

back for 

additional 

children 
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2. National Archive format 
 Horizontal layout 
 Column to list Occupations 
 Column titled Other Records such as Census and Passports 
 Back of page column for listing of 15 children, spouses of the children; columns to list 

death dates and causes 
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3.  Family Tree Magazine format 
 Notice the column titled Sources.  
 It’s important to record sources of information on a group sheet for any future reference 

needs. 
 In addition to the birth dates & places for the children, there is a column for their death 

dates, places & burials 
 There is a column for marriage dates, places & spouses of the children.  
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4. Ancestry.com 
 Horizontal format 
 Column for death dates & causes for the listed children  
 The column for husband & wife provides space for a religious preference 
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5. Misach Enterprises 

 Orderly layout to easily find data on the page 
 Space for the parents of both husband & wife 
 Space at bottom of page for the preparer’s name, address & email 
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6. Family Tree Maker 
 Software program 
 Menu selection Print Family Group Sheet 

 Print Family Group Sheet is an important feature of the program. 
 In the top right hand corner click on the tiny arrow next to the printer; select Print 

Family Group Sheet 
 The group sheet print out is based on the information the user inputs into the program. 

This is the easiest method to filling out a group sheet if there is ownership of the 
software. 

 

 
Family Group Sheets are invaluable tools to keeping research data organized and such a 
simple means to access a family unit’s information.  We all should be incorporating Family 
Group Sheets into our genealogy organization. 
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Sources: 
 
Stevenson Genealogy  $  sgenealogy.com 
 
Family Tree Magazine  email  familytreemagazine.com 
 
Ancestry    free  supporting.ancestry.com 
 
Misach Enterprises   free  misbach.org 
 
National Archives   free  www.archives.gov 
 
Family Tree Maker   $  mackiev.com 
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Leary History – An Introduction 

Contributed by Janine Dunlap, member ALTGA 

 

William Williams Colbert, Jr. (1927-1985) was the great-grandson of 
Calvin Leary and wrote the following article in 1960.  His original 
article is held in the Vertical File in Shreve Memorial Library's 
Genealogy Collection (Broadmoor Branch) and is presented here 
"as is" in its original format.  According to his obituary (published in 
The Shreveport (LA) Times March 5, 1985), he was graduated from 
LSU and was then employed by United Gas in Shreveport and 
Houston.  He was a single man (no wife or children listed) “vitally 
interested in the history of North Louisiana.”  He has co-authored a 
volume of his Colbert ancestors, Descendants of William Colbert and 
contributed articles to the North Louisiana Historical Society Journal 
and the History of Bienville Parish.  These materials are located in 
the Shreve Memorial Library’s Genealogy Collection.   

Included with this article are an Ancestor Chart for Mr. Colbert’s 
father, William Williams Colbert, and a Family Group Sheet for 
Calvin Leary and his wife Hepzibah “Hepsey” Loftin.  These have 
been prepared from various sources but with little documentation.  
However, they can be helpful to the reader in identifying family 
members mentioned in his article. 

For those interested in further information on the Leary and Colbert 
families, there is a large public family tree on Ancestry.com.  Search 
Calvin Leary born 1811 and look for the William Colbert tree by 
debbieleanne_walser. There are several more trees, some public 
and some private.  There is also some descendant information 
prepared by Mr. Colbert along with the Leary Family History article in 
the Vertical File at Shreve Memorial Library. 

Following the Leary family information is an article from The 

Shreveport (LA) Times (reprinted with permission of Editor Jeff  
Gauger).  Sheryl E. Sims of Alexandria, VA shares her experience 
visiting Calvin Leary’s plantation home and the family cemetery.  
DNA testing has shown her that Calvin is her fourth great-
grandfather, and his slave Mariah [Moriah] is her fourth great-
grandmother.  On the Miscellaneous Notes page, Mr. Colbert 
describes some of Mr. Leary’s slaves, including Moriah. 
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LEAR Y HISTOR Y 

Great-grandfather Calvin Leary came to Bienville Parish, Louisiana, 

[Web s.te r had not been formed) in January of 1850. His Farm Journal, now 

in possession of his granddaughter, Mrs. Georgia Leary Crain, states: "Left 

our home in Georgia on the 6th day of December, 1849, and arrived at our new 

home in Louisiana on the 29th day of January, 1850. Expenses from the time 

we started to the time we stopped $405.00." The trip was made in covered 

wagons, bringing along the slaves, household goods, and farm anirrra.l s . The 

story is told that when the family neared the location of their future home, 

night began to fall and they decided to make camp. An abandoned house was 

spotted nearby and great-grandmother (Hepsey Loftin Leary) was determined 

to stay under a roof that night. She said she was tired of sleeping in a tent 

night after night. A herd of goats had been occupying the place and it was a 

mess, but great- grandmother insisted, so the slaves scoured the place from 

top to bottom. As soon as it was dry enough, the family moved in and spent 

the night. 

It was necessary to make such a trip during the winter months because 

the crops had to be harvested and disposed of. One year was usually lost in 

the move, a crop year that is, since the first spring and summer would be 

spent in clearing the new land. One hundred acres were cleared the first 

year they were here. In those days a dense forest of pine and hardwood 

covered North Louisiana. Game was plentiful and thus food was no problem. 

Deer were in abundance, and the slaves ate venison as their main source of 

meat that first year. 

Great-grandfather had been a Major in the Georgia militia and was 

generally referred to as Major Leary. He was an excellent manager of his 
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plantation, which consisted of over 2, 000 acres at one time. The first house 

he built was of logs, and this later became the bedroom where he slept when 

the house was added to, the log portion being covered with planks to match the 

newer part. The place is still standing today, though it went out of the family 

around 1882 when he sold it and moved to Minden. 

Grandmother (Frances Jane Leary Colbert) was only 7 weeks old when 

they began the trip from Georgia to Louisiana in 1849, and she often called 

herself a forty-niner. When she was only 3 and 1/2 years old, her mother died, 

therefore she knew very little about her. There was only one incident which she 

could actually recall. Her mother was working in the yard one day and was 

chopping down a small bush which had died. Grandmother ran up to her and 

got too close to the hatchet she was 'u a .in g , She stopped chopping immediately 

and cautioned her baby about the great danger in a hatchet. It was enough to 

impress the child, and grandmother retained that little incident as her only 

memory of her mother. Grandmother was named for Judge Francis Moore who 

was a close friend of her father. 

Great- grandfather Leary did not remarry until 1865 when his youngest 

child, grandmother, was 15 years old. As a small child grandmother had slept 

in a trundle bed beside her father each night. She was the much indulged baby 

of the family. What her father and brothers did not get or do for her, her grand­

father Loftin provided. It is said that great-great-grandfather and his wife 

(Joel Loftin and Nancy Taylor Loftin) carne to Louisiana from Georgia because 

they could not bear to see their daughter leave them. Grandmother was not at 

all pleased when her father married again, the widow Branch who had two 

daughters and a son. She was the former Lizzie Hamilton, sister of Dr. Hamilton 

of Minden, who, along with Colonel Clint Ardis of Shreveport, had acted as a 

sort of matchmaker. Her two daughters were Sallie Branch who married 
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Mr. Cheatham of Shreveport and had no children, and Maggie Branch, who 

married W. J. Bayersdorffer of Shreveport. The latter was Cashier of the 

First National Bank of Shreveport and founded the Shreveport Building and Loan, 

which l.a.te r be c arn e the First Federal Savings and Loan Association. Thet 

Bayersdorffers had no children but adopted a girl, Marguerite, who later married 

R obert Lear y. Grandmother later admitted that she had been wrong in opposing 

her father's second marriage as she was a good wife and a good housekeeper, 

but as a young girl of 15 her opposition is. understandable. There were some, 

however, who said that extravagant s pending by Cousin Sallie and Cousin Maggie 

and their mother eventually caused great-grandfather to have to sell his place 

and move into Minden. It is true that his horne was used as a summer "hotel" 

by members of the Hamilton and Branch families. There were also numerous 

trips to New Orleans, just as in pre-war days, where silk, satin, and velvet 

was bought by the trunkful. Perhaps it was hard to realize that the prosperous 

days prior to the war were gone forever. 

As already stated above, great-grandfather Leary was a good manager of 

h is plantation, and he alwa ys treated his slaves well. In 1860 he had 23 slaves. 

In fact he was known by many as the model farmer of North Louisiana. He had 

a fine orchard of apple and pear trees and a large vineyard. He made wine 

from the grapes, and it was said to be very fine. He had to get a license to do 

this. There was a cotton gin across the road and southwest of the house where 

the cotton was ginned and baled. An artificial lake near the house provided 

plenty of fish. There were all kinds of fowl and animals on the place , providing 

plenty of meat, milk, and eggs. In addition to the regular crops of staples, 

there was always a large vegetable garden which provided a variety of fresh 

green edibles. On all of these crops, animals, and activities Major Leary kept 

an accurate record. His listing of his c o t t o n production began in 1839 in Georgia 
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and extended through 1871, with the exception of the war years, 1861-1865, when 

records are curiously absent. He began keeping a record of the weather in 1859, 

recording the tern pe r a tu r e periodically and noting the hail, snow, rain, tornadoes, 

etc. In addition to his hogs and cattle, he had sheep and horses. for which he 

was noted. He had the very best saddle and carr iage horses. A winter variety 

of wheat was raised, and when it was harvested and thrashed, it was bolted in 

huge silk sheets. In the fall and winter of 1858 he planted 192 acres in the cereal 

grains, 32 in wheat, 80 in rye, and 80 in oats. The m a in crop was cotton, of 

c o u r s e , and in 1859 he produced 46,070 pounds of ginned cotton which was sold 

at .0925 to bring over $4,200. All of these fa rrn notes and records reflect the 

rn e t hod i c a.l way in which he carried on the business of his plantation, and no doubt 

these efforts gained for h irn the reputation which he enjoyed, that of a rrro d e l 

fa r m e r . 

Gr-aridrno the r attended Minden F'erna.Ie College and was graduated f r orn that 

school in 1865 at the age of 15. She boarded at the school, and her rOOITl in the 

dorm i to r y was always the center of actlvj.ty.;· Whenever she wanted to go h orne a 

carriage, would be sent for her. Little Negroes were always at the gate when the 

carriage arrived back horrie and would open it and expect a piece of candy or a 

favor f r orn her. She always had s ome thin g for tbern , When the day arrived for 

her to go back to school, one of the Negro WOITlen who cooked would ask her 

what she wanted to take back to school - a pie, a cake, a baked hen or turkey or 

harn - anything. It is no wonder that her rOOITl at school had a crowd of visitors 

all the t.irne ! 

Gr arrdrn othe r ' s brother, JiITl Leary, was .e du c a t e d at a c oll e g e in Pennsyl­

vania. He m a r r i ed a Miss Ch.arrrbe r s while he was at school, and they c arne 

to Louisiana to live. They had a child n arn e d Annie. When the Civil War began, 

JiITl and his brother John joined the a r m y - Penn was too young then, but he 
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joined later. Jim Leary died of measles in Tupelo, Mississippi, during the war. 

His widow wanted to return to her people in Pennsylvania, so great-grandfather 

provided her with a carriage and a trusted Negro s Lavqtja .znake the trip to 

Vicksburg. The city was blockaded at that time, but because she was a Yankee 

and was returning home to her family, they allowed her to pass through the lines. 

She arrived safely with her infant child. Annie Leary grew up in Pennsylvania 

and married a Mr. Orr from Appollo, Pa. Her descendants are living in Pa. 

today. 

As each of his older children married, great-grandfather had provided wel l 

for them. He gave them land, carriages, servants, etc. But by the time grand­

mother married in 1870 things were not as plentiful as before. She told her 

father she just wanted a quiet wedding as she knew that time s were hard. When 

he wrote out a note to her equal in value to what he had given to his other children , 

she declined it and calmly laid it on the open fire. Whereupon he said that she 

would have a big wedding at home - it was the least that he could do, he said. 

Following the ceremony there was a huge banquet with many in attendance. 

Written by William W. Colbert, Jr., December 28, 1960. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

The son of Mrs. Lizzie Hamilton Branch was William Branch, who lived 
in Dallas. His daughter, Lurline, married a Mr. Shearer in Altoona, Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Shearer was an executive of a large Utility company, and they lived on an 
extensive estate near Altoona. 

Great-grandfather Leary bought the slaves' shoes in large quantities and 
kept them ina store room under the stairs leading to the upstairs bedroom. They 
were given to the slaves as they needed them. The shoes were russet in color and 
were therefore called russets. Grandmother always wanted her daddy to give her 
a pair of russets, but he never did. 

Margaret Colbert Oden (Mrs. S. M. Oden) has in her possession a copper 
kettle which belonged to Nancy Taylor Loftin, wife of Joel Loftin. It is used to 
make jelly in because of its ability to hold the heat and cook evenly. Joel Loftin 
bought his wife a cook stove when they were first made, but she did not want it. 
She said that food tasted better when cooked in the fire place. 

Great-great- grandfather Joel Loftin did not raise any cotton but grew the 
cereal grains instead. When he died he left $13, 000 in cash. He had a little secre­
tary which he kept his money in, and the pigeon holes were crammed with cash. 

Great-grandfather Calvin Leary had a black silk stove-pipe hat which he 
wore on dressy occasions along with his knee -length black broadcloth cape which 
had a red plaid wool lining. All of this gave him a very dignified appearance, and 
his height was boosted by the high hat. In his old age he was very deaf. 

When Major Leary's shoemaker went off to the army he remarked that the 
poor slaves would have to go without shoes that winter. Uncle William Penn Leary, 
who was then 16, asked if he couldn't learn how to make the shoes. He did and 
supplied all of their needs that year. He used wooden pegs to put them together. 
He made the shoes which he wore when he went to the army. 

Aun t Lettuce was the Negro woman who worked in the spinning room. She 
was a great one for begging. Someone once told her that she begged too much. Her 
reply was that she had learned that "them that asks, gits." Aunt Moriah was called 
Mammy. Aunt Muddy prepared the food which grandmother took to schooL Cicero 
was the leader of the slaves . When the war wa s over, they were all called up to 
the house and told that they were free 'Vld free to leave if they wanted to. They 
talked it over among themselves and said that they all wanted to stay. But as time 
went by, one by one they left. Daddy Bill lived to be 101 years old. He recalled 
seeing the Red Coats during the R evolution. He hid behind a tree and watched them. 
He also remembered the "night the stars fell". In his later years he used to say, 
"Jes shoot me , Marse Leary. lain 't no mo good." One day he said that when Jim 
Leary had out his s hotgun , Uncle Jim pointed the gWl his way as if to do the deed. 
Whereupon the old Negro shouted, "No, Marse Jimmy. Don't point dat gun dis way. 
H it might be loaded and go off!" 

Joel Loftin had 16 slaves in 1860. He was very particular with his Ne groes. 
He made sure that they got good Sunday clothes, and a special cook was detailed 
to prepare their food. 
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COR NEL IUS LEAR Y of Lenoir Co., N. C., c a rn e from Chowan Co., N . C. He 
died i n 1783 in the Revolutionary War and left a wife and 4 c h ild r e n . His wife was 
Ann C ivil Davis, born inLeqoir Co., N. C. , on the south side of the Neuse River 
above the town of Kinston. She died at the age of 82. Their four children : 
1.	 Job Lear y - (See Below) 
2.	 .lame s Leary - died when a young man. 
3 .	 Delnpsey Leary - moved to Georgia, married, and his des cendants live there. 
4.	 Susan Leary - married a Mr. Stanly near where. s h e was born. The y h ad 7 

c h i l d r e n , all of whom are dead. No posterity survives. 

JOB LEARY, son o f C o r n e l i u s Lear y and Ann Civ il Davis, was born in 1775 
in Lenoir Co ., N. C. , near the headwaters of the Trent River. He was reared in 
that c oun t y and d ied in 1839 at the age of 64. He married J ane Cox of Jone s Co. , 
N . C. She was b orn in 1777 and d ied in 1850 in her 73rd y e a r . She was the daughte r 
of Andrew C ox, who was born and reared in Jones County, N. C., near the Trent 
R iver, and a Miss Hollings worth. The children o f Job Leary and Jane C o x a r e as 
f o llo ws : They may not be in correct order. 
1.	 Nancy Leary - rria r r i e d Oliver Herring of Lenoir G o , , N. C. 
2.	 S u san Leary ­
3 .	 James C ox Leary - rn a r r i e d Mary Davis and died at age 23. 
4.	 Hannah Leary - married Stephen Brown of Jones C o. , N. C., son o f S a muel 

Br own a nd Miss Williams. In 18 31 he moved to Georgia. Had lived ne a r 
T r e n to n , N. C. Calvin Brown v i s i t e d his Uncl e ( alvin L eary in La. just afte r 
t h e Civil War. 

5.	 J ohn Andrew Lear y - moved to Dooly C o., Ga., a nd married a Mi ss Wa ter s. 
6.	 Ann Civil Leary - m a r r i e d Henry Sandlin of Duplin Co ; , N. C. , and had 12 

children, 8 daughters and 4 s on s . Whcn·Mr. Sandlin died leaving rn an y y o un g 
chil d ren, Calvin Leary went to N. C. and brought N i ck and Nann Sandlin back 
wi t h h i m to live in his home near Minden, La. Nick Sandlin was th e father of 
J o hn N. S a n d li n, U. S . Congres srnan , and Mack Sandlin , Clerk of C ourt i n 
Minden for many years. Nick Sandlin married I r e n e McIntyre, WIn . Penn 
L e ary's w ife's s i s t e r , Nann Sandlin married a Mr. Culpepper, and had no 
c h il d r e n pre s umabl y. 

7 .	 Curtis Leary - moved to Houston Co , , Ga., a n d married Maria Small who had 
a l s o m o ved from N orth Carolina. 

8 .	 C al vin Leary ~ (See B elow) b o rn 18 11. {Fam ily Group Sh eetfollows] 
9 .	 E l i z a b e t h Leary - rna r r i e d a Mr. Albertson of Duplin Co., N. C . She h ad one 

c hil d a nd died. 
1O. Job Lea r y - (S e e B e l o w ) b 0 r n in 18 18 • ** 
11.	 Jane Leary - married Mr. Albertson (above) after her sister's death. 
12. Barbar a Caroline Leary " born 18 23, married Daniel Spine Brock and lived i n 

Kin s ton, Len o ir Co., N. C. 

**Job Leary was born 25 Dec 181 8 and was still livin g in Ma y 1896 in Trenton (Jones Co), N C. In
 
1850 he m arried Jan e Kinsey , born 1826 and died Sep t. 1895 in Tren ton . They ha d eigh t chi ldren,
 
three of whom di ed yo ung. {from W.W. Colbert, Jr. notes]
 

T yped by William W. Co l b e r t , J r . on June 19, 1958. 
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1 

3 

Family Group Sheet 
Husband: Calvin Leary 

Born: 1811 in: North Caro lina 
Ma rried: Abt. 183 1 

Died: 1882 in: Leary Cern, Webster Par, LA 
Father: Job (O'Leary) Leary 

Mother: Jane Cox 
Other Spouses: Mariah (Slave), Lizzie Hamilton Branch 

Wife: Hepzibah "Hepsey" Loftin 

Born: 1811 in: North Caro lina 
Died: 1853 in: Leary Cern, Webster Par, LA 

Father: Joel Loft in 
Mo ther : Nancy Taylor 

F 

-
2 

M 

F 

4 
M 

5 

M 

6 

M 

7 

F 

CHILDREN 

Name: Nancy Caroline Leary 
Born: 1837 in: Houston Co, GA 
Died: 1907 in: Leary Cern, Webster Par, LA 

Mar ried: 1857 in: Bienville Par, LA 
Spouse: Geo rge Thomas Vent ress 

Name: James Leary 
Born: 1839 in: Houston Co, GA 
Died: in: Lee Co , MS 

Marr ied: 
Spouse: Ne llie Chambe rs 

Name: Martha Ann Leary 
Born : 1841 in: Houston Co, GA 
Died : 1885 in: Mt Lebanon Cern, Bienvi lle Par , LA 

Married : 1858 in: Bienville Par , LA 
Spouse: Casper Nai l Ardis 

Name: Robert M Leary 
Born: 1843 in: Houston Co , GA 
Died: 1858 in: Leary Cem, Webster Par, LA 

Name: Jo hn Ca lvin Leary 
Born: 1845 in: Houston Co, GA 
Died: 1900 in: Mt Lebanon Cem, Bienvi lle Par, LA 

Married: 1868 
Spo use : Annie Dean Smith 

Name: William Penn Leary 
Born: 1847 in: Houston Co, GA 
Died: 1930 in: Greenwood Cern, Caddo Par, LA 

Married: 
Spo use : Flavia Mclntyre 

Na me: Frances Jane "Fann ie" Leary 
Born: 1849 in: Houston Co, GA 
Died: 1930 in: Mt Lebanon Cem, Bienvi lle Par, LA 

Marr ied: 
Spouse: James Polk Colbert 
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Standard Pedigree Tree 

William Colbert, Jr 

b: 1772 in North Carolina 

" ~ :18 50 in Soule Chapel Cem, Noxubee Co, MS 

I 
William Williams Colbert;::~8:~:: ::::::::~~:i e n v i ll e Par , LA 

L Margaret Williams 

b: 1777 in Georgia 
d: 1816 in Mississippi 

James Polk Colbert 

b: 1844 in Mon tgomery Co, AL 
m: 
d: 1919 in Mt Lebanon Cern , Bienville Par , LA ::o.:..: n Goo .::.s _J-=h.:..:_=-=-.:..:d .:..:o=-n"---­

b. 1786 In South Carolina 

L M.ry A"" ECd~" 
b: 1813 in Darlington Dist , SC 
d: 1892 in Colbert Cem , Bienville Par, LA

L Mary Elizabeth "Polly" Adams 

-- b: 1795 In Darlington Dist SC 
d: 

William Williams Colbert, Sr. 

b: 1890 in Bienvill e Par , LA 
m: Job (O'Leary)-=L=-=e-=a.:..,<ry'--- _ 

d: 1978 in Mt Lebanon Cern, Bienv il le Par , LA b: 1775 in Lenoir Co, NC 
m: in Lenoir Co , NC 
d: 1839 in Leno ir Co , NC 

Calvin Leary 

I 
~ : ~~t: ~ ~ t~:: : : ::i: eb. ster Par , LA 

L .:..:J a.::.n:..:.e-=--..:C-'o:..:.x'---- _ 

b: 1777 in Jones Co , NC 
d: 1850 in Leno ir Co , NC 

Frances Jane "Fannie" Leary 

'----- b: 1849 in Houston Co , GA 

L 
d: 1930 in Mt Lebanon Cern , Bienville Par, LA ~J~o~el~L~o~ft~in~ _ 

b:1790 

, ~ : 1 863 in Leary Cemetery, Bienville Par , LA 

Hepzibah "Hepsey" Loftin 

b: 1811 in North Caroli na 
d: 1853 in Leary Cem, Webster Par, LA 

L ::Na:..:. cL Tay:..:..:..:r _:.:n:.:y.:..::...:'-' lo '---­

b: 1788 
d: 1863 in Leary Cemetery, Bienville Par , LA 
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Shadow House restoration reconnects Virginia woman with her roots 

Kathie Rowell, Special to The Shreveport (LA) Times 
Published October 30, 2018 (Reprinted with Permission) 

For Sheryl E. Sims, a visit last year to Denton Culpepper’s house while it was still under 
restoration was a bittersweet experience. 

Calvin Leary, owner from 1850 to the 1870s when the property was known as the Sunnyside 
Plantation, was her fourth great grandfather.  Her fourth great grandmother, Mariah, was one of 
his slaves. 

Sims, who lives in Alexandria, Va., and works as a legal secretary in Washington, D.C., found 
the connection to the Leary family while doing genealogical research in order to become a 
member of the Daughters of the American Revolution. When she came upon information about 
the house being purchased by Denton Culpepper, she reached out. 

“I told him who I was and what I was trying to do and he was trying to help me accomplish that 
because, of course, he's into history too. He loved the fact that we had made the connection and 
when I went out there, he was really nice. He not only gave me a tour of the house, but he took 
me to every African-American cemetery in the area helping me look for Mariah's grave because I 
didn't know where it was.” 

While the search for Mariah’s grave was unsuccessful, she was able to see Leary’s gravesite 
along with some of his family’s. 

Being at the former plantation brought on conflicting emotions. 

Even with the grim connection to her family, Sims is supportive of Culpepper’s effort to restore 
the property and is happy that he appreciates and shares both the African American/slave history 
as well as the history connected to the plantation owners who lived there. 

“Thanks to DNA, I know both the black and the white sides of that history. I appreciate both 
sides of it. Am I happy that Calvin was a slave owner, a plantation owner? No. Am I happy that 
my fourth great grandmother was a slave? No, but that's out of my control. But the two of them 
are why I'm here. 

“I really focus on her in terms of how strong she must have been to have endured legalized rape. 
She couldn't have said no. To be a slave -- no real comfort, privacy, anything, yet she survived 
and because she was such a strong woman, I’m here today. Had she been a lesser person, a 
weaker person, I wouldn't be here.” 

Sims even took a piece of her family history home with her. Culpepper gave her a slave-made 
brick.  “I treasure that,” she said. 
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Breaking Down the Brick Wall: One Brick at a Time 
Contributed by Kathryn Benson 

 
As Homer instructs in his work The Odyssey, “It is a wise child that knows his own father.” To 
know one’s ancestors is to understand oneself. Popular social media groups are flooded with 
DNA groups of various configurations that promote the identification of family members. We are 
inundated with information about locating and identifying unknown ancestors. The task is 
overwhelming and determining a research strategy is difficult. What is one to do?  

Perhaps the first step is to reach out to family and acquaintances who probably know more than 
they realize, who might have a stake in your research, and who are willing to help you in your 
quest for building a family tree backwards into the past. In my case, I did not reach out to 
someone, but someone reached out to me.  My experience began with a phone call from my 
first cousin from Tennessee who wanted to meet at Dickinson Cemetery near Hampton, 
Arkansas, in Calhoun County. Her father had died several years ago, and she wanted to visit his 
grave site.  She briefly mentioned some family pictures that she had been given by her 
stepmother, offering to bring them so I could look at them. “Sure,” I said.  

We met at the cemetery where my mother’s family were buried. Her brother, father, grandfather, 
grandmother, great-grandfather, and great-grandmother… all there. Of course, I knew my uncle.  
As a child, I had seen my grandfather a few times, none that I actually remembered. I knew his 
name. He and my grandmother had divorced in the 1940s, and there had been little contact. We 
made pictures which I added to Find A Grave and to their profile pages on Ancestry.com. 
Needless to say, I added many names that were in my direct Wilson line. Along with jotting 
down the reminder to check with close and distant family, another good tip to add is one to visit 
actual cemeteries that you know of where at least one relative is buried. There could be many 
more buried there. I photographed almost every monument in Dickinson Cemetery and worked 
the pictures into my Ancestry tree. 

Then, there are the family pictures. My first cousin had approximately 25 to 30 pictures of the 
Wilson family that went back several generations. I was astounded. She had not done any 
genealogical work and knew practically nothing about the identities of those photographed. I 
started to work on them, based on the knowledge I had gained at the cemetery. The names and 
faces came together in many cases; some remain unidentified. I linked many of them to my 
great-grandmother’s Oliver family, putting them again on Ancestry. Some I managed to identify 
and send to family more closely related to them. These pictures actually helped me to locate 
living family members I had known nothing about. My network of cousins and family expanded.   

Along with the importance of collaborating with family members, sharing information, and 
reaching out to newly-found cousins, come the significant advantages of having a close relative 
do DNA testing. Another first cousin did so and allowed me to manage his test results on 
Ancestry. I have spent many hours scouring our shared matches for a clue to our brick-wall 
ancestor. Some progress has been made, but this work continues. My plans involve asking a 
male first cousin to do a Y-DNA test to pinpoint our Wilson ancestor more closely.  
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Several years ago, when I began this task, I met a family member in Hampton, Arkansas, at the 
county courthouse. This cousin is the granddaughter of my grandmother’s twin brother. Did I 
know my grandmother was a twin? No. Did I know the name of her twin brother? No. Of course, 
now I am working on my maternal grandmother’s line, another branch of the tree about which I 
knew next to nothing. My mother told me once, “I think your grandmother was a Sindle.” Yes, 
she was. I have found the Sindles along with my great-grandmother’s family the Steelmans.  

The clerks at the courthouse allowed us to dig through all of the records we chose, even helping 
us to make copies and, in some instances, allowing us to take away the actual records. Did you 
catch that? The actual records… more treasures because I was willing to go to a courthouse 
and dig for gold. I have the marriage license of my great-grandfather, William Alexander Wilson, 
and his bride, Missouri B. Oliver. Since then I have gathered more treasures at parish 
courthouses in Louisiana, but this was my first gold nugget. You may consider this nugget a 
chipped piece of a Wilson brick.  

Now that we realize the importance of collaborating with family members, we must learn to 
choose external sources on the world wide web. You know www. fill-in-the-blanks.  Again the 
task is daunting, in part due to the large number of sources available, and also due to the 
necessity of evaluating the value of the source to the task at hand. I suggest hitting the easily 
accessed and known sites: Ancestry.com, Family Search.org, USGenWeb.org, 
Chroniclingamerica.loc.gov, Archives.gov, and the list goes on and on. I start with these and 
then move to state sources. From there I will go to historical societies. I also add the online 
catalog of public libraries with genealogy departments. Let’s not forget the local genealogical 
associations, such as the Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association, all of which have websites.  I 
enjoy gathering sources; just this small group of websites can keep me busy for days. I 
recommend keeping a record of websites visited and information found, along with the name of 
the line you are working with the date of the research. Make full use of available forms to 
records data. Cite sources for each piece of information. Have I done this? No, but I know I 
should and wish I had. 

Back to the brick wall – I have chipped off a bit of brick and mortar using the online resources, 
as well as through collaboration with family members. Now it’s time to focus on the ancestor by 
re-examining every bit of information and data available. Look and look again. Learn about the 
historical background of the birth place and the migration possibilities, scouring records for bits 
and pieces of information you may have overlooked or misread the first time. Fill in gaps, if 
possible, with new information. Collect seemingly unimportant sources or possibly incorrect 
sources. Not all genealogists would adhere to this last suggestion, but it is one that I have found 
fruitful. I started my own research by wanting to discount information found in a handwritten 
family history that my Grandfather Wilson wrote for my aunt’s school project in the 1930s. What 
he wrote was shocking, and I still hope to disprove what he stated. I have not found information 
either to prove the history as false or true, but it has provided me with a historical focus and 
purpose that guide my search.  

After focusing and re-focusing on the most elusive member on the family tree, step around that 
individual and research siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, and great- grandparents. 
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Go forward and backwards with your brick-wall ancestor, keeping that person in the middle of all 
records. Think of a spiderweb. Comb records for information about neighbors, business 
associates, classmates, friends, and church family. Make lists, folders, and charts, detailing 
relationships. Consider the value of building alternate trees of suspected connections based 
upon shared DNA matches on Ancestry or Gedmatch. Broaden your research in a sociological 
sense with information about the history, economics, religion, education, and geography of your 
ancestor.  Other good sources to find information that will broaden as well as deepen your 
understanding of the background of your ancestor are Google Books and books.google.com. 
For a source for migration patterns and historical information, use Google maps or 
maps.google.com.  Many groups of people sometimes migrated together for economic reasons. 
In this case, land records are helpful. As the country opened to westward migration, groups of 
people moved southward and westward in search of new land to farm.  

Begin at the beginning by returning to your original focus. After making broad parameters 
around your original brick, probe local records that deal with your ancestor. Understand what 
information they provide. Think about what they do not provide. Where can you find this 
information? Many places have valuable information, including online collections and offline 
records, as well as information to be gathered from trips to libraries, historical societies, and 
courthouses. The hope is that the broader outline you have drawn around your ancestor will 
lead back to more definitive and more specific information about that person. Consider the 
information you have already gathered, and in light of the broader outline you have drawn 
around your ancestor, decide in what direction you should travel to find more information, 
perhaps including even another visit to a courthouse, additional online research, or a closer look 
at DNA matches. 

During these procedures, as the information and data are gathered, there is a definite need to 
organize your research. Conquer the chaos! You may find a file cabinet necessary along with 
folders, paper clips, manila folders, or a research assistant (just kidding). If you lack an 
assistant, as do I, Drop Box www.dropbox.com, Evernote www.evernote.com, and a good, old-
fashioned file cabinet may assist you in these chores.  This is the practical side of research and 
the least engaging, but one must stay tidy and organized.  

So here we are again with this brick, this hard surface, this elusive ancestor, the thorn in our 
sides. We can create his/her narrative with the bits and pieces of the past that we have learned 
while researching. We can describe the setting; we can add the characters; we can depict an 
ordinary day or an exciting event that occurred at that time. We can discuss farming in the south 
or describe the one room school house of the day. We can sing the old hymns once sung with 
fervor in the church services. We may learn a poem about a Revolutionary hero. Let’s look for 
pictures of clothes proudly worn or records of orphans at the mercy of the courts. Construct a 
new foundation, based upon facts. Erect the scaffolds of relatives and neighbors. Roof with 
pride in past lives and accomplishments and/or disasters. Paper the walls with fond memories 
and thoughts of the past. Rest well, dear ancestor. Oh, if I could have known you. When we 
have finished our piece and laid down our pens, join me in writing an article for submission to 
The Genie for publication.  
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Cemetery Iconography – Part One 

Contributed by Sarah (Sally) Hamer 

As genealogists, it seems as if we’re constantly looking at 

headstones, trying to find Great-Grandpa George from Virginia 

or Great-Aunt Dessie, who died in Colorado. There is usually at 

least minimal information on most stones: a name, dates of birth 

and death, sometimes an epitaph, and in the best case scenario, 

there may be some detail which might also give us a deep 

appreciation of exactly what our ancestors cared about. It can 

leave a snapshot of a particular moment in their lives that may 

give us more information than almost anything else. But 

interpretation of these symbols is everything. Here’s a brief – and 

very minimal – “handbook” on iconography. 

Symbols break down into several loose categories. Some are 

religious, some are connected to an organization or occupation, 

some have a very specific meaning to an individual, and some are 

just pretty. Dr. Gary Joiner, Professor at LSU-Shreveport, Director of the Red River Regional 

Studies Center and a local expert on cemetery iconography, suggests that “sometimes you just 

have to look at a stone” to see if you can figure out what was in the head of the person ordering 

it. Sometimes a stone is designed by the person who will be lying under it for eternity, if there’s 

enough warning for said person to do so, but stones can also be made according to the desire of 

the family members put in charge, as they try to determine what the person who has died would 

want. This often gives us a chance to scratch our own head as we try to determine what each 

symbol could mean. 

We’ll start with religious symbols first. Of course, some are obvious: 

crosses, stars of David, and angels tell an easy story. But some are more than 

that. For instance, Mary Bennett Cane lies in Oakland Cemetery, under a 

highly-decorated Celtic cross “erected, conjointly, by the City and Parish.”  

Lieutenant Eugene A. Woodruff has a well-deserved 

crown hung on his cross. He had come to Shreveport to 

remove the last of the Red River Raft in 1873, when the 

Yellow Fever Epidemic of that year swept through the 

populace. He could have left with his men, but he stayed to 

help and died instead. This stone honors his service. 

Photo courtesy Barclay Gibson, April 2010 

Photo from www.oaklandcemeteryla.org 

Photo from www.oaklandcemeteryla.org 
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This cenotaph (a marker with no grave beneath) in Greenwood Cemetery is Greek Orthodox with 

a Jerusalem-style cross and letters. It marks a particular area where many members of St. 

George’s are buried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This cross is made of iron instead of stone with 

an urn which symbolizes immortality. The IHS 

symbolizes Jesus. 

One of my favorites is in St. Joseph’s Cemetery 

in Shreveport, where the IHS looks a lot like a 

different symbol, that of a dollar sign. 

Greenwood Cemetery, Shreveport, LA 

Photo by author 

St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Shreveport, LA 

Photo by author 

St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Shreveport, LA 

Photo by author 
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This one even shows the 

angel stepping on a demon, 

who evidently had come to 

take the soul to hell. Soul 

1, demon 0. 

Jewish symbols usually include the Star of David, a menorah, or a picture of the Torah. One of 

the most interesting is the use of the Hebrew letter “shin.” Part of a Jewish blessing, “May the 

Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you,” is not too far away from, “Live long 

and prosper.”   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angels are a favorite for many people, both children and adults, and are 

often a grand statement of wealth and/or grief, such as the one at the top of 

the page, which is on William Scott Youree’s grave. (William was the 

grown son of Peter Youree, for whom Youree Drive in Shreveport was 

named.) This weeping angel is named “Grief” and was carved from 

Carrera marble by sculptor Frank Teich. Other angels pray, carry the 

departed with them to heaven, fly, blow trumpets, carry crosses, or even 

gather on clouds. Some are cherubs – usually associated with babies or 

small children – but some seem very stern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/tag/cemetery-angels/ 

http://ourrabbijesus.com/jesus-and-live-long-and-prosper/ 

https://www.kornickandberliner.com/sites/default/files/jewish

-monument-8307.jpg 

https://www.stcharlesmonuments.net/jewish-monuments-

and-memorials/ 

https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/tag/cemetery-angels/ 

166 best Famous Tombstones and Gravesites images on Pinterest 
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www.necropoliscreep.net/stthomas.html 

www.necropoliscreep.net/stthomas.html 

Forest Park Cemetery, Shreveport 
Photo by Author 

Forest Park Cemetery, Shreveport 
Photo by Author 

 

Catholic symbology is not really a separate subject from other Christian symbols, but some of 

the iconography is a little different. These tombs or headstones may have rosaries wrapped 

around crosses and may have a crucifix or statues of various Biblical figures, such as Jesus or 

Mary, or of various saints. The one pictured below is St. Anthony holding a child; the tonsure is 

the indicator of his identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This cross is interesting in several ways: 

it’s iron, not stone; it has a crucifix; and it 

is in the Jerusalem-style, with decorations 

on the end of each cross bar. 

 

Other, less religion-specific symbols can 

also be used. For instance, a dove 

represents a soul ascending to heaven.  

 

 

 

 

 

Forest Park Cemetery, Shreveport LA 

Photo by author 

Dove on a Tombstone. ©2005 Kimberly Powell 
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A hand with the forefinger pointed upward shows the way we’d like to go. A forefinger pointed 

downward doesn’t necessarily mean that someone is going the other direction; it can mean 

“come here now” or “join me here” and is often on the grave of a woman with children.   

 

 

 

 

In Part Two, we’ll talk 

about how we honor our 

military, police, fire 

fighters, and other 

dignitaries.  

Kimberly Powell @ 2005 

https://genealogyjourno.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/kelly-john-2-symbol.jpg 
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