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The purpose of Friends of Genealogy, Inc. is to foster an interest in and to
promote and encourage the development of genealogy. Our objectives are:
1. To share and assist any individual or organization
with a common interest in genealogy and history
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genealogical and historical materials
3. To teach the principles of correct documentation

Membership is open to all individuals and organizations interested in
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Our monthly meetings are normally held the first Saturday of each month at
1:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room at Shreve Memorial Library, Broadmoor
Branch, 1212 Captain Shreve Drive, Shreveport, Louisiana. Program topics
and other meeting information are published in local newspapers. Following
many of our meetings, we have informal round-table discussions for the
purpose of assisting individuals with their research.
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pertaining to genealogy and history, particularly in North Louisiana. Other
information includes pedigree charts, family group sheets, and reviews of
books, publications, and other genealogical material donated to our
organization. Queries are free of charge; they will be edited and published
as space 1s available. Friends of Genealogy, Inc. is not responsible for the
accuracy of contributed material.

We welcome exchanges of quarterlies and other publications. We also
accept donations of books, publications, and other genealogical materials for
review in The Journal. All materials are deposited in the Genealogy
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organization under the provisions of IRC Section 501(c)(3).
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mark Your Calendq,

Meeting dates scheduled for 2004 by Friends of Genealogy, Inc.:

January 3, 2004 February 7, 2004 March 6, 2004
April 3, 2004 May 1, 2004 June 5, 2004

July 17,2004 August 7, 2004 September 4, 2004
John Sellers, Summer Grove UMC Cliff Carden, Bossier Parish History Genealogist Joe Slattery

9 am to 4 pm Walking Tour Library Genealogy Dept.
October 2, 2004 November, 2004 December 4, 2004
Nita Cole, Bossier History Center Classes Nov. 5,6 & 13 Christmas Social, TBA

Unless otherwise noted all meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room, Shreve
Memorial Library, Broadmoor Branch, 1212 Captain Shreve Drive, Shreveport, LA 71105 on the
first Saturday of each month. However, times, locations, and topics are subject to change.
Check local newspapers prior to each meeting, or call Ben Achee at 318-746-3688 for up-to-date
program information. (E-mail: bachee@bellsouth.net.)

Monthly Board Meetings are generally held the Monday evening prior to the regular Saturday
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Our Board Meetings are open and all members are encouraged to attend at
least one meeting during the year. This year is one-half over, have you attended a Board
Meeting yet??? Remember, this is your organization, please present your thoughts and ideas.
Contact Danielle Neal at 318-429-0561 or any Board Member for the time and location of any
meeting you wish to attend.

The exception to our rule — and he is truly exceptional! — will be our July special workshop
with John Sellers. If you heard him during our fall 2003 lessons, you will remember him. This
workshop will be Saturday, July 17, 2004 at the Summer Grove United Methodist Church, 9119
Dean Road, Shreveport, LA 71118 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please use the enclosed sheet to
pre-register. The cost for this workshop is $20.

Genealogy Classes will be offered Friday, November 5; Saturday, November 6; and Saturday,
November 13, 2004. The first Saturday we will cover the Census and Courthouse Research
Techniques. The second Saturday we will address Military Records, Newspaper Research and
Rarely Used Research Aids. The location for these lessons will be announced later.

Ancestor Fair "Genealogy at the Fort" will be held Saturday, August 21, 2004 at Bethel
Lutheran Church, Fort Smith, AR. Cost is $15, lunch available but not included in registration.
Please contact Frontier Research Genealogy Society, P. O. Box 2123, Fort Smith, AR 72902 or
e-mail Shirley Frantz at safrantz737@aol.com or Barbara Coleman at bkcole@earthlink.net
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WWI Draft Registration Card Index
Bossier Parish, LA

There were three draft registrations for World War I in which more than 24 million men born between
September 13, 1873 and September 12, 1900 registered. Only a small percentage of those registering
actually were inducted into service. Not all who served in our military branches participated in this
registration, but the compilation of such a large number of male citizens and alien-born men is a useful
source of information. This is a particularly good source for tracing African American men.

A typical WWI draft registration card possibly may include the registrant’s full name and signature, home
address, age, date of birth, citizenship status, occupation, employer’s name and address, race, dependents
or nearest relative, and physical description. Cards for registrants born between June 6, 1886 and August
24, 1897 may also include birthplace, previous military service, and marital status.

Registration Date Men Eligible

First June 5, 1917 Born between 6/6/1886 and 6/5/1896
Second June 5, 1918 Born between 6/6/1896 and 6/5/1897
Supplemental August 24, 1918 Born between 6/6/1897 and 8/24/1897

Third September 12, 1918 Born between 8/24/1897 and 9/12/1900

Also between 9/13/1873 and 9/12/1887

If you find a person you are interested in and want to obtain a copy of the full registration card, write to
Friends of Genealogy, Inc., include a stamped, self-addressed envelope, and a donation to cover copying.
This index includes B ossier registrants from all registrations and many are o bviously not residents o f
Bossier Parish, but chose to register there. The series will continue until all who registered in Bossier
Parish are listed.

LLast Name First/Middle Name Residence  Date of Birth

DEPUTY Huber Clyde Hortman 18 Mar 1887
DEVERAUX Floyd Koran July 330 Jul 1898
DUNBERRY Dan Bluff 5 July 1897
DEVERAUX Mathew McDade 1898
DeWITT Anthony Allendale 5 Jan 1872
DeWITT Arthur Bossier 12 June 1900
DICKERSON Taylor Shreveport 1894
DICKEY Emmett Belford McDade 17 May 1898
DICKEY Frank George McDade 17 Feb 1886
DICKEY John Andrew McDade 21 Aug 1893
DICKEY Lotus Bossier 26 Mar 1884
DICKIE Walter Atkins 18 May 1896
DICKIE Wwill Lewis 17 Dec 1892
DICKERSON Samuel Benton Aug 1898
DIFFY John Alex Haughton 22 Feb 1900
DIGGS Jerry Ivan 15 Dec 1878
DILLARD Frank Bodcaw 7 May 1887
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Farming During World War I
By Robert D. Harrison

The stay on the farm was best forgotten even if we couldn’t erase the results from our memory.
Everything that was went wrong and Papa finally decided he wasn’t cut out to be a farmer.

To begin with, his inability to please the Federal Government was the direct cause of this
episode. During the era of World War I the railroads were, as they now say, nationalized. They
were taken over and run by the Federal Government. This was the beginning of the decline of
the railroad. They never recovered from it. When the Government men took over they
immediately raised Papa’s pay to $75 a month and whereas in the past he had it easy, it now
became as far as he was concerned, impossible to tolerate. “Put everything down in writing,
even an order for a keg of spikes.” To begin with the old man couldn’t write so he or anyone
else could read it when it got cold.

Papa quit, but Mr. Wells, his friend to the end, finally talked him into asking for a leave of
absence so he might return after the war. T his was granted and he b egan preparing for T he
Exodus.

First, as was customary in those days, he leased a boxcar from the railroad. It was spotted on an
unused side track, and we began loading our possessions. We had a good milk cow and assorted
pigs, chickens and cats—at the time we had no dog. First he sold our home in Terrell [Texas].
Then three rent houses that he owned. With the cash received he bought the last two horses
used by the Wells-Fargo Express Co. They motorized.

The horses were matched Clydesdales named Fred and Frank. Fred had a full blazed face and
Frank, a partial blaze. Fred seemed to like me from the outset, but Frank took a completely
opposite view. When I got close to him he tried to bite me and continued to do so as long as I
had occasion to be near him. The only time he didn’t molest me was when I put his bridle on,
but I never ceased to fear him and perhaps he could sense this fact. Buying these horses was the
greatest mistake Papa made. They ate up all he had or could gather together for the next several
years. He also bought a wagon and a surrey with the fringe on top for the family to ride in.

After all the furniture was loaded, we built stalls for the livestock and loaded them. Papa and I
rode the car to Leesville, Louisiana out from which he owned a 160-acre farm. What amazes me
in these inflationary times was the fact he had accumulated all this property on pay that most of
the time was about 96 cents a day. He also had four rent houses in Leesville that Grandpa Bob
looked after. Grandpa Bob collected the rent and promptly pocketed it. The way I heard it the
only money ever returned to Papa was when he sold them to pay debts. We were in truth war
refugees and we lived to regret The Exodus.
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Farming During WWI (Cont’d)

Ten days after a tearful farewell to Terrell, Papa and I and the livestock arrived and were staying
at Grandpa’s. The only thing that stands out in my memory of the unloading was that Texas
cow’s introduction to Louisiana. She was accustomed to eating anything green in reach of her
prehensile tongue. The first thing she saw was a small pine sapling which she promptly inhaled,
thinking it was edible. You would never have convinced me a cow could spit, but she did when
the turpentine flavor became apparent to her.

We took the livestock to Grandpa’s as he had pens to put them in. Next we assembled the wagon
and started hauling our stuff to the farm which was about three miles from town. As we went
with each load it took about six hours round trip so we enlisted the help of Grandpa and his one-
horse wagon. It took us about a week to make the move.

We found we had reasonably good fences surrounding the barn, etc., but there was one big
drawback. Our livestock was accustomed to free range. A small matter of a fence was no
trouble at all for Fred and Frank. They just walked through them and went on their merry way,
eating.

The chicken yard was surrounded by a picket fence with the pickets close enough together to
preclude the chickens getting through, but nothing to prevent them flying to the top of the fence,
hooking their head over the top, and down to the other side. Their downfall was the pickets in
the fence were shaped to a point at the top, so as soon as they reached the top, their necks slid
down in the space between the pickets. There they stayed until they choked to death. We
collected about t wo d ozen c orpses the first morning. T hen M ama clipped one wing on each
remaining chicken, but we ate chicken until I never have liked it since.

After sawing some trees and setting some new posts, we corralled the livestock again and started
our careers as farmer. By this time it was the first days of December and cold w eather w as
setting in. We kids were enrolled in the Bellview school and to our pleasant surprise we found
that passing required absolutely no effort on our part. I was in the sixth grade and the curriculum
was identical with the fourth grade in Terrell, so it was no sweat at all. Both of my sisters were
in high school so they really enjoyed the vacation. We lived on the farm for 20 months and left
it to return to Terrell in the spring of 1920.

We walked to school through a sylvan setting the likes of which you may never see again. It was
a tract of virgin long-leaf pines of which there ain’t any more. The nearest thing to them is the
Douglas fir on the west coast. These statuesque trees didn’t have a branch for a distance upward
of about 100 feet, and there was a carpet of pine straw about 2 feet thick on the ground. It was
indeed awe inspiring. When we bid adieu to the farm they were cupping this tract of timber for
turpentine, preparatory to cutting for saw timber.

The following spring after we arrived was perfect. We had mended all the fences and were ready

to plant our crops. Our major crop was to be cotton and there was some 50 acres of stiff black
land to be prepared. It was a breeze as long as it was reasonably dry,
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Farming During WWI (Cont’d)

but tended to ball up and adhere very tenaciously to the hooves of the horses. After about 30
minutes of plowing, the feet were so large the horses couldn’t move, much to the chagrin of
Papa. His friends had told him they weren’t worth a damn for plow horses—what he needed
were mules. But Papa’s idea about mules was this: A mule will be your best friend for 20 years
just to get a chance to kick hell out of you. So, no mules for him. He just took an axe to the field
and cut the balls of mud from the horses’ feet.

As spring progressed into early summer, it started showering and during the month of June it
rained every day. That took care of the cotton crop, as this was BI (Before Insecticides). The
bugs ate it up, but Mama’s garden flourished until one of old Columbus Stephen’s goats climbed
the fence and started playing havoc with it. Mama had the goat cornered and was about to kill it
with a hoe when Papa attempted to stop her. He made a near-fatal mistake, he stuck his foot out
to protect the goat and she hit it and broke his foot.

This left all of the feeding and tending of the livestock to me, and I was 11 years old. I went to
the barn in the dark every morning, we had no such thing as a flashlight, and Mama would bring
the lantern with her when she came to milk. Then I broke my elbow at school and that put me
out of commission for about six weeks. My elbow healed much faster than Papa’s broken foot,
and I was back doing most of my chores before it came time to harvest the crops. There was no
cotton to pick (that was the cash crop, remember). Papa sold the rent houses in Leesville.

Then the hogs took something. Papa and I, not knowing that such wasn’t done, caught them and
drenched them with Epson Salts. Drenching is done by holding the animal’s head up, pouring
the salts down their throat, and stroking the throat ‘til they swallow. Grandpa said you can’t
drench a hog. He didn’t know Papa. Drenching had the anticipated result and they recovered
and in due time were converted into food for the winter. Meanwhile Mama canned enough food
to last us for 5 years.

On Sunday I got a chance to play for a few hours in the afternoon. Our closest neighbor had a
boy about my age, and he and I would catch a goat or yearling calf and try to ride them. We
weren’t too successful but easily survived the few bumps and scratches.

Mama’s youngest sister and her family lived about a half mile from Grandpa’s on Snuff Ridge,
and the old folks and Janie and her kids would come out to see us. The cousin nearest my age
was a boy about 8 named Jodie. He wanted to do everything we did but wasn’t allowed to do
anything as he had a hernia. Although he was a nuisance, we felt sorry for him and he wanted to
ride a goat. We figured he should be allowed to do so, but had to find a way to keep him from
getting bucked off and hurt. So we caught a goat, hog tied the goat, then put Jodie on him and
wired Jodie’s feet together with hay wire under the goat’s belly. When the goat was released, he
took a couple of futile bucks and found that didn’t dislodge the burden on his back. So he took
off for the tall timber, Jodie screaming bloody murder. The goat ran under a low limb and it
caught his burden in the chest, busted his wired feet loose, and knocked him senseless. We
thought he was dead,
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but just the breath was knocked out of him. He never asked to ride another goat ‘til this day.
What Mama did to me I decline to say, but I survived too.

During that summer I went barefooted naturally and acquired numerous sores on my feet which
didn’t heal at all, so I went bare footed all winter and that saved buying shoes. To this day I yet
like the bare feet. I had one very persistent sore on the side of my left foot which stayed with me
nearly all winter, but I finally got rid of it. I cut it off and the new wound healed. I was splitting
some kindling and made a mislick and sliced off my chronic sore. Then I had to wear shoes
again much to my regret.

We lived on the top of a long red clay hill which became a nightmare for the few Model T Fords
in circulation at that time. The horses turned out to be very adept at pulling stuck cars out and
for once they brought in a little revenue. I never saw them hitched to anything that they didn’t
move it.

Now Mama had told me not to use bad language, but I was at liberty to say anything I ever heard
Papa say. Eventually this backfired on her. One day Papa was plowing Fred and we were going
to plant peanuts in a field of deep sand east of the house. I was used to slipping old Fred a
handful of corn or some other feed stuff on occasion, which he very gently ate from my hand,
never coming close to nipping or harming me in any way. Papa was plowing the field, and it
was my job to plant the peanuts. I had a kind of apron affair on and was dropping the peanuts in
the furrow Papa had opened. He and Fred were approximately 100 feet across the field from me.
Fred knew I had something to eat, so he decided to walk across and get his share. Papa yelled at
him and sawed on the reins. I was so exited about what transpired, I just stood stock still and
watched. Fred took the bit between his teeth and drug Papa, plow and all across the patch to get
his handout. Papa was cussing him and called him a G.D. old blazed faced S.0.B. As you can
see this increased my usable vocabulary considerably.

While all this was transpiring, the horses ate and the family ate. Mama baked up a 48- pound
sack of flour a week, and the horses ate anything and everything. It seems they were
omnivorous. In fact, we finally ate ourselves out of the farm. Papa put it up for sale and sold it
to some guy named Dedrick from Ohio, thereby g aining some token of revenge for the Civil
War. Inever heard what his troubles were, but he lasted about 3 years and died.

Papa got enough out of the farm to make a down payment on a house in Terrell and we moved
back. Mr. Wells gave Papa his old job back and he was soon getting $90 per month. Two years
later at age 14 I was working on the railroad in summers and doing a grown man’s work.

Editor’s Note: This narrative was written by my father about 1973. I lived in Ohio then and had just begun my genealogy research.
My request for information about his childhood and the family resulted in this story. Daddy used an old manual Underwood
typewriter and did not bother to write from an outline or employ paragraphs. The sheets of paper are wall-to-wall type. I treasure
this story and can actually hear his voice as I read it. Here’s hoping you have enjoyed his tale.
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Jackson Parish, LA 1890 Tax Assessment Roll (Continued)

Taxpayers - Ward 4

OSBORN, Hilliard
OSBORN, Manuel, Sr.
OSBORN, Manuel, Jr.
OSBORN, Frank
OSBORN, James
OXFORD, A. G.
OXFORD, Allen C.
OWEN, T. B.
OXFORD, J. W.
OSBORN, James, Jr.
OWEN, W. I.
OSBORN, John
OSBORN, Allen
OXFORD, J. D.

PARISH, Mrs. Julia
PENTECOST, Austen
PARKER, Walker
PARKER, Mrs. Marinda
PEARCE, Antney
PERRY, Alfred
PRESNELL, W. L.
PETERS, Lee
PEOPLES, George
PEARCE, Michel
PEARCE, Sam
PEARCE, Austen
POPE, J. T.

PONDER, J. M.
PETERS, Ed

POSEY, J. H.
POSEY,JH,ME,&CC
PEARCE, Thomas
PEARCE, Elmore

RAGSDALE, J. H.
ROLLINS, Dave
ROLLINS, Laura
ROBINSON, J. A.
ROBINSON, J. W.
ROBINSON, E.R.
ROBINSON, H. L.
ROSS, Charles
RICHARDSON, Sam
RICE, Wm.

RICE, Thomas
RICE, Jefferson
ROSS, Alex

The Journal

Non-White

XX X X X

X X

X X X X X

XX X X X X

Acres

70
120
290
110
160

60

100

200

40

160
280

240
252.5

40

40
160
160

80

80

Taxpayers - Ward 4
ROGERS, F. W.

STRINGER, Jeff
STRINGFELLOW, Anderson
SLAYTON, Noah

SMITH, Oscar L.

SMITH, W. P.

SMITH, Westley

STROZIER, D. W.
SLAYTON, George

SMITH, W. T. (MD)

SMITH, Henry

SCOTT, Walter
SINGLETON, John

STILL, B. F.

SMITH, Mrs. C. L.

SMITH, N M & E M GRAHAM
SMITH, J Mach & J C DREW
SMITH, J Mack & | S RAPE
SMITH, J Mack

Non-White

xX X X

x

X X X X

SMITH, J Mack & W C McDONALD
SMITH, J Mack & D T TERRINTINE

SMITH, J Mack & Whit SMITH
SMITH, NM & CALHOUN
SAULSBERRY, Abram
SHERRARD, H. W.
SIMONTON, A. E. (MD)
SIMONTON, A. C. (MD)
SANDERSON, D. A.
SPINKS, R. W.
STRICKLAND, H. C.
SANDERSON, H. F.
SANDERSON, John L.
SHOLARS, O. B.
SHERRARD, A. J.

SIMS, W. H.

SANDERS, David

STILL, Aaron
SHERRARD, Pleas.
SHERRARD, Abram
STRINGER, Mrs. Margaret
SINGLETON, E. H.
SIMPSON, Jim

SLATON, Ned
STRINGER, Bob

SMITH, W. E.
SHERRARD, Mrs. Josie
STRINGFELLOW, Wyly
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XXX XXXXXX

Acres
240

40

240
160
11

20

400
160
1,240
1,640
550
1,640
80

367

40

40

160

96

190
890
115
593

400

600
840
479



Jackson Parish, LA 1890 Tax Assessment Roll (Continued)

Taxpayers - Ward 4 Non-White Acres Taxpayers - Ward 4 Non-White Acres
STELL, Nath. X WEST, Alex X
SANDERS, W. M. 210 WHITE, Henry X
SMITH, N. M. 2,793 WARREN, Andrew X
WALSWORTH, W. M. 80
TALTON, John X WYATT, Ruben X 530
TAYLOR, John, Jr. X WATERS, Henry X 55
TAYLOR, Lemmie X WIMBISH, Jeff 100
TAYLOR, V. J. 160 WRIGHT, W. H.
TAYLOR, Taylor X WIMBISH, Clay 100
TREMBLE, C. X WHITTEN, C. L. 160
THOMAS, Wm. X WARREN, Wm. X 40
THOMPSON, T. X WHITTEMORE, Mrs. E. J. 220
THOMPSON, George X WIMBISH, R. W.
TURNER, Baswell X WILLIAMSON, W. B.
TREMBLE, Charly X WILSON, J. N.
THOMAS, Wm., Jr. X WHITTIMORE, George X
TURNER, Andy X WIMBISH, W. B. 200
TALTON, Lewis X WASHINGTON, Louis X
TOLAR, J. R. 120 WHITMAN, R. C. 215
TURNER, Nelson X WYATT, Jerry X 40
TOLSON, Jake X WRIGHT, James L. 230
TAYLOR, John, Sr. X WHATLEY, J. D.
THRASHER, J. L. 210 WHITTIMORE, Fab X
THOMPSON, David 120 WILSON, John X 80
TALTON, Robert X WILLIS, J. P. 300
THOMAS, Wm., Sr. X WHITE, R. W. X 200
TAYLOR, Richard X WATSON, Dirk X
TOMLINSON, J. F. 200 WATSON, Wm. X 90
TOLSON, Alex X WATSON, Lewis X 80
TAYLOR, Lennard X WALKER, S. F.
THOMPSON, Walter WRIGHT, John X
WEST, Polly 80
UPCHURCH, W. E. 200 WEST, Allen X
UPCHURCH, J. T. 40 WEST, Andrew X 280
WOODARD, Alex X 240
VINYARD, J. A. 152 WYLY, Anderson X 400
VINSON, Warren WILLIS, G. W.
VINSON, Marion WILLIAMS, Austen X
VINYARD, J. M. 120 WHITTIMORE, Cebron X
WINBISH, J. X
WIMBISH, W. C. 100 WILLIS, J. L.
WILLIS, F. E. 186 WYLY, George X 120
WILLIAMS, Jack X WYATT, Robert X
WEST, Amos X WALSWORTH, Wm. 160
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Jackson Parish, LA 1890 Tax Assessment Roll (Continued)

Taxpayers - Ward 5

McKASKILLE, J. M.
MCcKASKILLE, R. A.

MCcKASKILLE, John M.

McKEEL, J. D.
McHENRY, Wash.
McHENRY, Jack
MORRIS, Washington
MAY, J. M.
McKEVER, Master
McLAIN, Mrs. Ann
McLAIN, J. D.
McKASKILLE, J. T.
McGUIRE, Cebron

NELSON, Simon
NUGENT, J. R.
NETTLES, J. E.
NATIONS, John
NATIONS, C. W.

PRESTRIDGE, H.
PHILLIPS, M. C.
PATE, J. M.
PARKS, Wm.
PARKS, W. T.
PEVYTOE, J. V. A.
PRESTRIDGE, J. J.
PRINCE, C. H.
PANKEY, W. A,
PEVYTOE, J. W.
PHILLIPS, Louis
PRESTRIDGE, J. M.
POWEL, Johnette

RUSH, L. M.

RUSH, Samuel
RUSH, Burrel

RUSH, J. W.

RUSH, Vicy

RAMSY, E. W.
RAMSY, J. E.
RANDOLPH, John
ROBERTS, A. C.
RICHARDSON, J. J.
ROBERTS, James S.
ROBINS, E. R.
RUSSEL, Margaret
ROBERTS, Mrs. E. J.

The Journal

Non-White

X X X X X X

x

Acres

40
40
680

40
40

320

660

160
160

120

240
280
360

120
200

80
180

100

218
130

60

69

Taxpayers - Ward 5

ROBERTS, W. M. F.
ROBERTS, W. T.
ROLO, T.

SMART, T. S.
SMART, T. J.
SCOTT, Judge
SOUTHERN, Mrs. Mary
SHOWS, E. P.
SHOWS, W. A,
SMITH, R. M.
SAULSBERRY, Daniel
SHELL, J. H.
SMITH, Henry
SMITH, D. Z.
SMITH, W. R.
SMITH, J. J.
SCOTT, Albert
SCOTT, John
SCOTT, Green, Jr.
SCOTT, B. M.
SCOTT, Green, Sr.
SOUTHERN, John
SOUTHERN, W. L.
SHELL, W. P.
SIMMONS, L. M.
SNOW, Mrs. N. A.
SNOW, F.
SAULSBERRY, Allen
SHELL, J. M.
SMART, T. A.
SIMMONS, J. T.
SIMMONS, W. T.
SIMMONS, J. A.
SIMMONS, W. M.
SIMMONS, B. V.
SOUTHERN, W. J.
SLAY, M. C.
SISSON, Thomas
STONE, A. F.
SHELL, W. A.
SMITH, S. B.
SMITH, J. M.

THOMAS, Wm.
TATUM, Jacob
TULLOS, T. W.
THOMPSON, W. C.

Non-White

X X X
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Acres

140
80

200
540

120

120

400
40
80
40
40
180

80
40

80
80

80
160
160
440

280

160
160






Obituaries and Death Notices from Northwest LA Newspapers
By Wanda Volentine Head

1845/03/17 - The trail of the slaves Nelson and Asbury, the former the property of Mr. R. A.
Cutliff of this parish, charged with the murder of Mr. Scott at Summer Grove on the 24th of
February last and the latter the property of Mr. David Gilmer, also of this parish, for attempting
to commit a rape, was held on Monday, and resulted in their full conviction. They will be
executed on Friday next, the 21st, at this place. The slave Nelson betrayed some emotion on the
occasion of his trail, but the other seemed to be utterly unconscious of the enormity of his crime

and his awful situation or else heis a hardened villain. [Caddo Gazette, Shreveport, Louisiana,
March 17, 1845]

1848/04/17 - Died of bilious pleurisy, after an illness of ten days at the Shreveport Hotel, Mr.
Samuel Dameran, in the 42nd year of his age. He was a native of Virginia, but for the last 5 or 6
years has resided in this place; he was a tailor by trade. Mr. Dameran was a pious good man, a
member of the M. E. Church. He died, as he had lived, a Christian. [Shreveport Journal,
Shreveport, Louisiana, April 17, 1848]

1850/07/27 - Died on the 19th July 1859, in the parish of Caddo, Mrs. Rebecca Grumbles, aged
24 years, wife of Mr. Jesse Grumbles. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, July 27, 1859]

1853/04/23 - Died on the 20th inst., at her residence in this parish, of pneumonia, Mrs. M.
Cogan, aged about 35 years. [Caddo Gazette, Shreveport, Louisiana, April 23, 1853]

1853/04/23 - Murder: We learn that a most atrocious murder was committed in Okalona, on
Frydas (sic) [Friday], 1st inst., on the person of Newton Noles, by a young man named Gill. The
particulars as we heard them are these: Noles was a school teacher and Gill was on of his
students. On the day of the murder, it appears Gill walked into the room during school hours,
with his hat on his head and when requested to take it off, he replied insolently, or in a manner
quite unbecoming a pupil. Noles demanded an explanation, which brought on the difficult that
resulted in Gill stabbing him, which produced his death in about three minutes. Gill immediately
fled and is still at large. A reward of $200 is offered for his apprehension. He is a youth, we
learn of considerable property. Noles was quite a young man, and in indigent circumstances. He
labored by the day, and procured means sufficient to acquire himself an education, and was at the
time of his death educating his brothers and sisters, who were entirely dependent on him for a
support, and also an aged mother; they are now by his untimely decease deprived of the means of
subsistence which a dutiful son and loved brother had bestowed on them. (Monroe, Mississippi
Democrat, 5th inst.) [Caddo Gazette, Shreveport, Louisiana, April 23, 1853]

1853/04/23 - The Paulding (Mississippi) Clarion says James C. Tyson of DeKalb, killed a man
named Spears, during the recent term of the Kemper Court. [Caddo Gazette, Shreveport,
Louisiana, April 23, 1853]

1853/09/10 - More Blood: Our town was somewhat moved, though very slightly, such things
having become so common, by the news which came in about dark, on Saturday, last, that a
bloody and fatal encounter had taken place at Mr. Sidney Kerly's who lived at the late residence
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of Dr. Hardwick four miles from Shreveport on the Greenwood Road, and that Mr. Kerly and
another man were both killed. Dr. Hotchkiss was sent for, but when he reached the scene, one
was dead, Mr. Thomas Givens, a drover from Texas, and Mr. Kerly beyond the reach of surgical
aid. Givens lived about ten minutes and Kerly about two and a half hours. The circumstances as
they have been detailed to us, were in substance as follows: Kerly kept a house of entertainment.
Givens had been stopping with for several days, and on settling his bill a dispute arose as to the
number of days Givens had been there. After some conversation the subject was dropped, and
they got up to take a drink. The subject was revived by Givens' asking Kerly if he would swear
that he had been there five days, and averred that if he would, he would swear to be a damned
lie. Upon this Kerly stepped into the little room on the west end of the front gallery, seized a
shotgun, turned to Givens and told him if he repeated the words he would blow him through.
Givens repeated them, at the same time drawing a revolver, and said he would repeat them a
thousand times. Kerly instantly shot him in the breast. No soon was Givens shot, than he
commenced firing on Kerly. Two shots took effect, one in the arm, another in the abdomen; the
latter of which proved fatal. After the second fire, Kerly told Givens that it was useless for him
to shoot any more, as he had killed him. Strange to say, Givens fired three times after he had
been shot in the heart, and the only way to account for his standing so long in that the shot in the
gun used by Kerly were squirrel shot. We have visited, though not through curiosity, the spot
where the parties fell, and they were certainly at very close quarters. Kerly was fifty-five years
of age, married though childless; Givens was about thirty-five, unmarried. [Caddo Gazette,
Shreveport, Louisiana, September 10, 1853]

1853/09/17 - Died on Tuesday morning, September 13th, William Camp Beck, Jr., aged 11
years 7 months and 6 days, son of Col. W. C. Beck, of this parish. [Caddo Gazette, Shreveport,
Louisiana, September 17, 1853]

1853/09/17 - Died on yesterday, in this place, Mr. William L. Glover. [Caddo Gazette,
Shreveport, Louisiana, September 17, 1853]

1853/09/17 - Information has been received here through a letter from a lady of Mobile to her
sister in this place of the death o f Mr. Wm. H. Flemming, formerly o fthis p arish and town.
[Caddo Gazette, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 17, 1853]

1854/08/23 - Died on the 12th inst., at the residence of her brother, Mr. Thomas S. Bass, Mrs.
Polly, consort of Captain Thomas B. Jones. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, August
23, 1854]

1854/08/23 - Died on the 16th inst., after a long and painful illness, Mr. Thomas J. Redus (of the
house of Walters & Redus), age about 22 years. He was esteemed by all who knew him, and his
loss will long be regretted. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, August 23, 1854]

1854/09/06 - Another Drowned - On Friday morning, Mr. Thos. Simmons attempted to swim his
mule across Red River, opposite Atkinson's plantation, 65 miles below town, and was drowned.
[The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 6, 1854]
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1854/09/06 - Drowned: A valuable young negro man, belonging to Mr. T hos. W. Jones, w as
drowned on Wednesday, opposite his master's saw mill. It is supposed that he slipped off a saw
log and being unable to swim could not get ashore. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana,
September 6, 1854]

1856/07/02 - Mr. Chas. S. McKeown, charge with shooting Mr. Ralph Foreman, in the parish of
Bossier, has been admitted to bail in the sum of $5000, for his appearance in district court. [The
South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, July 2, 1856]

1856/07/09 - Died on the 17th ult., in New Orleans, of the whooping cough, Thomas J. M.
Forgay, aged one year, 8 months, 19 days, son of L. C. and Margaret Dillard. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, July 9, 1856]

1856/07/09 - Died on the 30th ult., at Keachie, Louisiana, William Allen, aged 5 months and 10
days, infant son of A. A. and Margaret E. Enos, of this place. [The South1854/09/20 - A Good
Man Gone: Our citizens were startled on Wednesday, by the announcement that Colonel Harry
L. Douglass had departed this life. A few days previous he was apparently in the enjoyment of
excellent health, and bid fair to live for some years, and to see carried into successful operation
many of the measures which he originated with a view to the prosperity of Shreveport and its
vicinity. Colonel Douglass was one of our oldest citizens, and was ever distinguished for the
readiness with w hich he supported any plan that would tend to develop the resources o f this
section of the country, promote the welfare of our merchants and planters, or benefit society in
general, and his loss will long be felt and most deeply mourned. Until within a few months past
he was largely engaged in mercantile affairs, from which he retired, for the purpose of enjoying
the calm and quiet of private life; but to the last moment of his existence he was employed in
carrying out measures to benefit his fellow-citizens. He was some years ago largely engaged in
commercial business at Nashville, Tennessee, and from thence went to Vicksburg, where
becoming aware of the natural advantages and growing importance of Shreveport, he determined
to make it his home. His remains were escorted to their final resting place by the Masonic
fraternity, the Shreveport fire company, and the larger portion our male population. No other
token than this need be given of the estimation in which he was held by the community; but only
those whom he honored with the title of "friend," know how good, how true-hearted a man he
was. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 20, 1854]

1854/09/20 - Died on the 13th inst., after a short illness, Col. Harry L. Douglass, aged 63 years,

late of the firm Green & Douglass. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 20,
1854]

1854/09/20 - Died on the 4th inst., at the residence of Mr. John Carnahan in the parish of
Rapides, Oscar, aged four years, youngest son of Mr. H. and Eliza Howerton of the place. [The
South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 20, 1854]

1854/09/20 - Died on the 9th inst., near Summer Grove, Caddo Parish, Mr. Hiram Johnson. [The
South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 20, 1854]
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1854/09/20 - We are sorry to perceive among the victims of the yellow fever, at Savannah, Mr.
Joseph Bancroft, of the firm Bancroft & Bryan, brokers and dealers in exchange. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 20, 1854]

1854/09/27 - An Affray: A serious difficulty occurred at Greenwood, in this parish, on the 18th
inst., between Messrs. Wm. Waddill and Lockett, which resulted in the death of the latter.
During the affray, several shots were exchanged between the parties, and we regret to learn that a
pistol ball was lodged into the side of Mr. Epps, a young gentleman, who was in no way engaged
in the affair. W hen will our citizens abandon t he reprehensible h abit o f c arrying pistols and
bowie knives? [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 27, 1854]

1854/09/27 - Died on the 20th inst., at the residence of Mrs. Cole, Caddo Parish, Taylor Cole,
aged one month and twenty one days, infant son of Edward and Palestine L. Jacobs. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 27, 1854]

1854/09/27 - Died on the 22nd inst., James, son of James and Lucinda E. Pierce. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 27, 1854]

1854/09/27 - Died on the 22nd inst., of spinal meningitis, Atchison G., in his 13th year, son of
Giles S. and A. B. Taintor. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, September 27, 1854]

1854/10/04 - A difficulty recently occurred at Carthage, Panola County, Texas, growing out of
the contested election between a Mr. Scruggs and Mr. J. H. Anderson, in which deadly weapons
were freely used. The particulars have not reached us, but we understand that Mr. Jonas Miller
was killed, and a Mr. Tumner, a merchant in Carthage, was shot through the thigh. It is reported
that some five or six others were slightly wounded, [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana,
October 4, 1854]

1854/10/04 - Died last evening, after a short illness, Mr. Robert Green, aged about 33 years, late
of the firm of Green & Douglass, and universally respected by all who knew him. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, October 4, 1854]

1854/10/11 - Died on the 29th August, at the residence of Dr. Hugh Alison, near Carlowville,
Dallas County, Alabama, of typhoid fever, Mrs. Ann E., consort of Alexander M. Morgan, late
of Shreveport. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, October 11, 1854]

1854/10/11 - Died on the 5th inst., near Shreveport, of scarlet fever, James Burres, aged five
years and eight months, eldest son of the late Jesse V. Brantley and Sarah M. Matthews.
(Hickman, Kentucky Argus please notice) [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, October
11, 1854]

1854/10/11 - It would appear that there is no end to the bloody deeds committed of late. On
Thursday last, we are informed, an affray occurred at B ellevue, Bossier P arish, in which Mr.

Aaron Bryant was killed by Mr. H. Pickett. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, October
11, 1854]
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1854/10/11 - Tribute of Respect from Shreveport Lodge No. 115, F. & A. M. for Robert Green, deceased.
[The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, October 11, 1854]

1854/10/18 - Died on the 12th inst., Sarah Frances, aged five days, daughter of P. O. and Ann E.
Ragsdale. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, October 18, 1854]

1854/10/18 - Died on the 15th inst., at the residence of her father, W. H. Powell, in this parish, Mrs. Jane
E., consortof W. E. D. Scarbrough. ( Minden Herald please copy) [ The S outh-Western, S hreveport,
Louisiana, October 18, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Died on 30th ult., Alfred, aged 7 years and 8 months, son of the late Thomas and Mrs.
Charlotte Steele. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Died on 30th ult., Mrs. Emilie, consort of A. Wolf. [The South-Western, Shreveport,
Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Died on the 25th ult., at the residence of Mr. D. 1. Hooks, Esq., Caddo Parish, of chronic
bronchitis, General Jno. S. Gilbert, aged about 42 years, a member of the Shreveport bar. (November 8,
1854 - note that age should have been 36 years instead of 42 years of age) [The South-Western,
Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Died on the 28th ult., Mr. W. E. Posteur, aged about 38 years, a native of Virginia and for
several years past resident of this place. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Died on the 29th ult.,, Mr. John Steigleman, aged fifty years, a butcher. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Died on the 30th ult., at the residence of Mr. Renfro, in this parish, Miss Anna Frances, aged
15 years, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Kneeland. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana,
November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - The case of the state vs Maclin, for the murder of Judge Price, was continued on affidavit of
defendant, for the want of Dr. Willis' evidence who was absent, and on the ground of the sickness of Mr.

Watson, one of his counsel. (Vicksburg Whig) [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1,
1854]

1854/11/01 - Tribute of Respect from Joppa Lodge No. 74, F. & A.M., October 28, 1854, for Wm. E.
Posteur. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Tribute of Respect from Shreveport Lodge No. 115, F. & A.M., October 26, 1854, for John
S. Gilbert. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Tribute of Respect: At a meeting of the bar of the 18th judicial district to pay a tribute of
respect to the late General John S. Gilbert, for many years a resident of Shreveport and a distinguished
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member of the bar. Funeral this afternoon, October 26, at 4 o'clock. [The South-Western, Shreveport,
Louisiana, November 1, 1854]

1854/11/01 - Uncertainty of the Law: In the circuit court lately held in Ripley, Tippah County
(Mississippi), the jury returned a verdict of acquittal, in the case of the state vs Rossel, for the killing of
Cochranat Holly Springs. A t the last term o f the court he was found guilty of manslaughter, which
operates as an acquittal of murder. A new trail was obtained, on account of some flaw in the proceedings,
and at this term his council argued before the jury that his crime was either murder of nothing, and if the
jury came to the same conclusion they must acquit him. The court charged that this was the law, and he
was accordingly acquitted. (Vicksburg Whig) [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 1,
1854]

1854/11/08 - Died on the 19th September last, at the residence of Mr. John Carnahan, parish of Rapides,
Logan Porter, aged 2 1 months, onlysonof T.C.and Minerva C. Lewis of this parish. [ The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 8, 1854]

1854/11/15 - Died on the 2nd, at his plantation, on Red River, Captain Wm. A. Powell, aged 63 years, a
native of Amelia County, Virginia. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 15, 1854]

1854/11/15 - Died on the 7th inst., Ferdinand, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Longsfield (?). [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, November 15, 1854]

1854/12/06 - Messrs. Mordicai Thompson and A. Henry froze to death in a boat on Mobile Bay, during

the night of the 20th ult. They were on a gunning expedition. [The South-Western, Shreveport,
Louisiana, December 6, 1854]

1854/12/06 - We regret to learn that Captain Ben M'Kinney, late of the steamer, Storm, died a few days
since at New Orleans. He was one of the oldest and most experienced officers on Red River. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, December 6, 1854]

1854/12/20 - Died last e vening, Col. A llen Hill, aged about 54 years, formerly o f T ennessee, but for
several years past, a residence of this place. His funeral will take place this afternoon, at one o'clock from
his late residence in this country. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, December 20, 1854]

1854/12/20 - We learn with extreme regret that Robert Donnell, Esq., of this place died in New Orleans, a
few days since of cholera. He was one of our oldest merchants and his loss will be mourned by a large
circle of fiends and acquaintances. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, December 20, 1854]

1855/01/17 - Died on the 10th inst., Martha Jane, aged 6 months, daughter of Martin and Nancy Falby.
[The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, January 17, 1855]

1855/01/17 - Died on the 12th inst., Mr. John W. Burton, aged about 38 years, attorney at law, a native of
North Carolina. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, January 17, 1855]
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1855/01/17 - Died on the 14th inst., Mr. C. Trent, aged about 40 years, a native of Cumberland County,
Virginia. (The Richmond and Washington papers please notice) [The South-Western, Shreveport,
Louisiana, January 17, 1855]

1855/01/17 - Tribute of Respect from Shreveport Lodge No. 115, held at the Masonic Hall on the 13th
day of January A. D. 1855 for John W. Burton, dec'd. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana,
January 17, 1855]

1855/01/24 - (Communicated) Departed this life, on the morning of the 12th December ult., Joseph Soap,
aged 66 years. Bomn in the state of Virginia, lived a number of years in Tennessee, for a time in
Mississippi and for the last four years a citizen of Panola Co., Texas where he died. [The South-Western,
Shreveport, Louisiana, January 24, 1855]

1855/01/24 - Died on the 20th inst., Martha Frances, aged 8 years and 9 months, daughter of Mr. H. T.
and Mrs. Martha A. Stewart. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, January 24, 1855]

1855/01/31 - We learn by Capt. W. C. Head, that Mr. Aaron Bryan, Sr., aged 55 years, while on his way
to this place on business, was shot at Bodceau ferry, between Red River and Bellevue by a man named
James Andrews. He was arrested and lodged in jail. Mr. B. was a highly respectable planter of the parish
of Bossier. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, January 31, 1855]

1855/02/07 - Died on the 24th ult., of pneumonia, on board steamer H. R. W. Hill, Samuel, infant son of
Jno. H. and Jeannie (Deannie?) W. Reynolds of this place. (Memphis and Nashville papers please copy)
[The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, February 7, 1855]

1855/02/14 - A difficulty occurred at Bailey's place on R ed River, B ossier Parish, on Thursday night
which Thos. Gill was stabbed by Reuben Hanks. Gill is dead, and Hanks was committed to prison to
await his trail. We could not learn any particulars in regard to the origin of the affray. [The South-
Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, February 14, 1855]

1855/02/14 - Died on the 13th inst., Miss Gertrude Ashmore, aged 16 years and 6 months, a native of
Versailles, Kentucky. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, February 14, 1855]

1855/02/14 - Died on the 4th inst., in New Orleans, Captain Benjamin Crooks, aged 56 years, one of the
oldest steam boatmen on the western waters, and for many years a popular commander on Red River.
[The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, February 14, 1855]

1855/02/21 - On the evening of 12th inst., our worth townsman, Mr. John Little, was accidentally caught
in the steam sawmill in this place and sawed literally to pieces. He lived several hours and was able to

make his will. (Minden Gazette) [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, February 21, 1855]

1855/03/07 - Died on Monday evening, Mr. Gabriel Rooney, aged about 42 years, for several years past a
resident of this place. [The South-Western, Shreveport, Louisiana, March 7, 1855]

To be continued . . .
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Northwest Louisiana Families
By Wanda Volentine Head

Capps Family

David S. Capps was bormn 11 April 1828 in Alabama. He married Dorcas Elizabeth Adkins on 09
October 1853 in Claibome Parish, Louisiana (Bk 1/p 44). Dorcus Elizabeth was the daughter of
William Jean and Amanda Melvina (Adair) Adkins. She was born 27 September 1835 in Henry
County, Georgia and died in 1910 at Athens, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana. David died 12
January 1892 at Athens, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana. It is believed that both are buried in the
New Hope Cemetery (Upper Old Athens), located just off Louisiana Highway #518, two miles
west of present day Athens, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

Known children for David S. and Dorcus Elizabeth Capps are:

1. Telitha Emily Capps was born 10 Dec 1854 in Louisiana. She married James T. DeLoach on
16 November in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 2/p 367). James was born 16 February 1852
and died 01 July 1932. Emily died 16 April 1919. They are both buried in the New Hope
Cemetery (Upper Old Athens), Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

2. Willliam Capps was born 15 February 1856 in Louisiana. He married (1st) Catherine Scott on
07 February 1889 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 6/p 76). He married (2nd) Dorah R. New
on 12 February 1890 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 6/p 378). Dorah was born 23
September 1874 in Georgia and died 24 Jun 1924 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana. They are both
buried in the New Hope Cemetery (Upper Old Athens), Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

3. Adolphus Capps was born about 1858 and died before 1870, probably buried at New Hope
Cemetery (Upper Old Athens), Claiborne Parish, Louisiana; no marker located there.

4. David Henry Capps was born March 1860. Henry never married. It is believed that Henry is
buried in the New Hope Cemetery, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, but no marker is located there.

1900 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 3, Haynesville, Page 68, Dwelling #313,
Family #316. Henry Capps (brother-in-law), born March 1860, age 40, born Louisiana, father
born Alabama, mother born Georgia, occupation mill laborer; enumerated in household with H.
C. Blackstock.

1910 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 7, Page 241, Dwelling #315, Family #332.
David H. Capps (boarder), age 50, born Louisiana, father born Georgia, mother born Alabama,
occupation laborer, saw mill; enumerated in household with James T. Deloach.

1920 Census, Claiborme Parish, Louisiana, Homer Precinct, Page 231, Dwelling #50, Family
#55. Henry Capps (uncle), age 58, born Louisiana, father and mother bormn Louisiana,
occupation laborer, home farm; enumerated in household with Drew Blackstock.

5. Melvina 'Mellie' Capps was born 30 September 1862. She married Henry T. Blackstock on 29
October 1896 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 9/p 15).  Henry was born 04 December 1864
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and died 09 March 1916. Mellie died 04 June 1925. Both are buried in the New Hope Cemetery
(Upper Old Athens), Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

6. Corrine Capps was born about 1864. She married Allen Grant (Gantt) on 10 February 1887 in
Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 5/p 47). (No other information is known)

(Article from newspaper, published at Homer, Louisiana, The Louisiana Weekly Journal,
February 16, 1887: Married February 10, 1887, at the residence of the bride's father, D. S. Capps,
by J. S. Richardson, Esq., Mr. Allie Gant to Miss Corine Capps.)

7. Benjamin F. Capps was born about 1868. He married (1st) Ruth L. Stone on 06 April 1892 in
Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 8/p 77) and married (2nd) Mary Evans on 03 December 1903 in
Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

8. Capteria/Contesa 'Cappie' Capps was born about 1870. She married Henry T. Blackstock on
13 November 1887 (newspaper article). Apparently Cappie died before 1896 as Henry married
her sister, Mellie then. It is believed that she is buried in New Hope Cemetery (Upper Old
Athens) but no marker has been located.

(Article from newspaper, published at Homer, Louisiana, "The Louisiana Weekly Journal,"
November 16, 1887: (Athens Dots) Married, at the residence of the bride's father, Mr. D. S.
Capps, on Sunday, 13th inst., Mr. Henry Blackstock to Miss Cappie Capps, Esq. W. S. Barnes
officiating.)

9. Claude Capps was born 17 November 1873. He married Sallie Matt Glover Bridwell on 31
May 1896 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 8/p 393). Sallie was born 05 December 1869 and
died 17 June 1965 in Webster Parish, Louisiana. They are both buried in the Old Shongaloo
Cemetery, Webster Parish, Louisiana.

1860 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, 5th Ward, Post Office Athens, Page 768,
Dwelling/Family #1367. D. S. Capps (male), age 33, born Georgia, work labor mill, value of
personal estate $100; Elizabeth (female), age 26, born Georgia; E. T. (female), age 6, born
Louisiana, W. (male), age 4, born Louisiana; Adolphus (male), age 2, born Louisiana; D. H.
(male), age 5/12, born Louisiana.

1870 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 5, Post Office Athens, Page 152, Dwelling
#107. D. S. Capps (male), age 41, born Alabama, occupation farmer, real estate value $300,
personal estate value $150; Elizabeth (female), age 34, born Georgia, occupation keeping house;
Tabitha E. (female), age 15, born Louisiana, at school; Wm. (male), age 14, born Louisiana,
laborer; Henry (male), age 10, born Louisiana, laborer; Malvina (female), age 8, born Louisiana,
at home; Comie (female), age 6, born Louisiana, at home; Benj. F. (male), age 2, born Louisiana,
at home.
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1880 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 6, Page 321, Dwelling #88. David S. Capps,
age 52, born Alabama, father and mother born South Carolina, farmer; Elizabeth (wife), age 44,
born Georgia, father born North Carolina, mother born Georgia, keeping house; D. Henry (son),
age 20, farmer; Melvina (daughter), age 18; Corenia (daughter), age 14; Benjamin (son), age 12;
Casstesa? (daughter), age 10; Claudy (son), age 6; children born Louisiana, father born Alabama,
mother born Georgia.

k %k sk >k >k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k 3k 3k 5k 5k >k k 5k 5k 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k k k k k

Capps - New Family

William Capps was born 15 February 1856, probably in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, oldest
known son o f D avid and E lizabeth Capps. H e married ( 1st) C atherine Scott on 07 February
1889 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 6/p 76). He married (2nd) Dorah R. New on 12
February 1890 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana (Bk 6/p 378). Dorah was born 23 September 1874
(1900 Census says 1873), in Georgia and died 24 June 1924 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.
William died 21 December 1932. William and Dorah are both buried in the New Hope
Cemetery (Upper Old Athens), west of present day Athens, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana

Known children for William and Dorah R. Capps are:

1. George Almer Capps was born 15 February 1892, in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana. He married
Pearl Johnson. Pearl was born 25 November 1898, died 28 May 1970. Both are buried at the
Arlington Cemetery in Homer, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

2. Reuben Capps was born 29 September 1893 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana. He married
Willie Myrtle Gandy on 21 December 1913. Willie was born 23 November 1896 in Titus
County, Texas, and died 27 August 1970 in Titus or Franklin County, Texas. Reuben died 05
September 1947 in Texas.

3. William D. 'Willie' Capps was born 31 August 1895 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana. He
married on 14 November 1920 in Franklin County, Texas to Willie Alva Van Horn, daughter of
Franklin and Martha Louise (Stuart) Van Horn. Willie Alva was born 20 April 1903 in Titus
County, Texas and died 19 December 1983 in Mount Vernon, Franklin County, Texas. William
died 11 June 1964 in Temple, Bell County, Texas.

4. Virgie Clara Capps was born July 1898 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.
5. Vera Capps was born about 1906 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

1900 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Page 114, Dwelling/Family #37. William Capps,
born February 1856, age 44, born Louisiana, father born Alabama, mother born Georgia,
occupation farmer; Dora R. (wife), born September 1873, age 26, born Georgia, father born
Georgia, mother born South Carolina; married 9 years, 4 children, 4 living; George Almer (son),
born February 1892, age 8; Reuben (son), born September 1893, age 6; William D. (son), born
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7. Ira T. DeLoach was born September 1889 in Claibore Parish, Louisiana. He married Mary
Lou Madden.

8. Lillian Emily DeLoach was born October 1892 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

9. Valentine Vallie DeLoach was born 04 January 1896 in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, and died
12 October 1918, buried New Hope Cemetery (Upper Old Athens), Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

1900 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 3, Page 68, Dwelling #323, Family #226. J. T.
DeLoach, born January 1852, age 48, born Louisiana, father born Georgia, mother bomn
Alabama, occupation mill proprietor; T. E. (wife), born December 1854, age 45, born Louisiana,
father born Alabama, mother born Georgia; married 27 years, 9 children, 7 living; Delia
(daughter), born A ugust 1879, age 20; Thos. F. (son), born D ecember 1884, age 15;JohnL.
(son), November 1886, age 13; Ira (son), born September 1889, age 10; Lillian (daughter), born
October 1892, age 7; Villie (daughter), born January 1896, age 4; children born Louisiana, father
and mother born Louisiana; Jessie (brother), born March 1868, age 32, born Louisiana, father
born Georgia, mother born Alabama; + 4 boarders.

1910 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 7, Page 241, Dwelling #315, Family #332.
James T. DeLoach, age 59, bormn Louisiana, father born Georgia, mother born Alabama,
occupation, lumber man, plainer, Emily D. (wife), age 56, born Louisiana, father born Georgia,
mother born Alabama; married 37 years, 9 children, 7 living; Lillian (daughter), age 17; Valley
(daughter), age 14; children born Louisiana, father and mother born Louisiana; David H. Capps
(boarder), age 50, born Louisiana, father born Georgia, mother born Alabama, occupation
laborer, saw mill.

1920 Census, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, Ward 7, Page 243, Dwelling #109, Family #132. Jas.
Deloach, age 72, born Louisiana, father and mother born Louisiana, occupation none; Mary
Franks (wife), age 65, born Louisiana, father and mother born Louisiana.

1930 Census, Claiborme Parish, Louisiana, Ward 7, Homer City, Page 10, Dwelling #195, Family
#196. Jim T. Deloach, age 78, born Louisiana, father born Georgia, mother born Alabama,
occupation, manager, retail grocer, married at age 21; Mary Frank (wife), age 78, bomn
Tennessee, father and mother born Tennessee, married at age 18; + roomers.

L S i i e

Search Online for Veterans' Burial Sites - The Department of
Veterans Affairs has put the burial records of 3.2 million veterans
buried in 120 national cemeteries and in some state cemeteries online.
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Giuseppe Mondello and Anna Palazzo

By Danielle Harrison Neal

Giuseppe [Joseph] Mondella came to the United States from Corleone, Sicily. As so often
happened, he came first, got himself established, and then went back to Sicily for his wife and
children in 1904. Giuseppe and Anna Mondella had four children at that time: Joseph b. 1894,
Mary b. 1900, Samuel b. 1901 and John b. 1903.

They settled in Powhaten, Natchitoches Parish, LA in a 4-room house. Giuseppe grew cotton in
addition to his vegetable garden. Two more children were born to them in Powhaten: Luke b.
1906 and Corine b. 1909. Anna was pregnant with a 7" child when disaster struck.

Anna’s child, Corine Mondello Pastiro, now 93 years young, is a beautiful and dignified lady.
She spoke about the events of Saturday, September 14, 1912 in a calm, steady voice. “It was
evening and we were about to have dinner. Mama had made rice. Some men who had a dispute
with Papa over dogs came and shot us in the house.” Here is the account from the Shreveport
Times of Monday, September 16, 1912 :

ONE DEAD AND THREE OTHERS IN HOSPITAL
Wealthy Italian Family at Powhaten Nearly Wiped Out
ASSASSINS ESCAPE: OFFICERS ON TRAIL

One man is dead, another perhaps fatally wounded, and a woman and another man painfully injured
and probably disfigured for life, because a dog was given the freedom of a farmyard Saturday night and
barked at a man passing by. The wounded men and woman are in the Charity Hospital in this city, and
their assailants are at large.

The dead:

Joe Mondello, Sr., a wealthy farmer.

The injured:

Joe Mondello, Jr., his son; shot through right lung and a rib fractured. He may die.
Mrs. Mondello, widow of the murdered man; right cheek partly shot off.

Sam Mondello, another son; left lower jaw-bone fractured.

George and Joe Penina, brothers, are accused of doing the shooting. They escaped the officers
Saturday night, but their capture is expected at any minute. Joe Penina is married and has three
children. The officers do not believe he will go far away from his family. George lived with him.

The trouble occurred near Powhatan, a small town in Natchitoches Parish, between 9 and 10 o'clock
Saturday night. The Mondellos are wealthy farmers and have lived in that neighborhood many years.
The accused men are poor and only recently moved to Powhatan from Whitecastle. They, too, are
farmers, and jealousy is said to have been more the reason of the shooting than the trouble over the
dog.

As had been the custom of the Moridello boys, they turned their dog loose in the yard to protect the
house just before preparing to go to bed Saturday night. While they were sitting on the gallery a man,
said to have been either Joe or George Penina, passed by. The dog naturally barked, evidently badly
frightening the pedestrian.
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“Why do you allow your dog to run loose?” he inquired. One of the Mondello boys answered that they
always did so for protection.

The man passed on and nothing more was thought of the affair until a few minutes later, when he
returned with a friend, and the Mondellos say they recognized the men as the Penina brothers.

Without a word or warning, the men opened fire with shotguns. Mr. Mondello, Sr., tumbled from his
chair mortally wounded, having received a full charge of buckshot in his chest. He died almost
immediately.

Before the boys and their mother could escape and get inside the house they, too, had fallen. The
murderers were hardly ten feet from the gallery when they began their deadly fusillade, and that all four
members of the Mondello family are not dead now is considered miraculous.

The dead man was about 50 years old. He was well known and respected by everyone in his
neighborhood, and the community was thoroughly aroused when his assassination became known. He
was an Italian with more than ordinary ambition and had amassed considerable wealth by his industry
and frugal habits.

His son, Joe Mondello, who may die from his injuries, is only 19 years old. He is being treated in ward
five of the Charity Hospital, and while the wounds are not necessarily fatal, the physicians in charge say
his condition is critical. He was shot through the right lung and Sunday evening it was reported

pneumonia had developed which lessens his chances for recovery materially. He also has a fractured
rib.

The other son, Sam Mondello, is only 14 years old. A charge of shot from one of the guns struck him in
the face and fractured his left lower jaw. Part of the flesh was torn away from his face and, when he
recovers, it is expected he will be horribly disfigured. He is in ward three in the Charity Hospital.

Mrs. Mondello, widow of the dead man and mother of the two boys, is in ward four at the Charity
Hospital and is suffering keenly from her wounds. The murderers evidently tried to blow the heads off
all four members of the family. Part of the woman's right cheek was tom away by a load of buckshot,

but her condition is not considered serious. She is suffering intensely from the wound, however, and
will be badly scarred for life.

Officials of Natchitoches Parish are still looking for the Penina brothers who are accused of the crime.
Local officials have been notified to be on the lookout for them in case they come in this direction, but it
is not believed they will go far from home and if not caught soon they will give themselves up. George
lived with his brother, Joe, who has a wife and three children.

An officer from the local police department visited the wounded men and woman at the hospital Sunday
and obtained statements from each as to how the trouble happened. Joe Mondello, the one injured
most, was able to give a coherent statement of the affair. He is a bright young man, speaks excellent
English and appears to be well educated. His story to the police is similar to the version given above,
which he gave to the hospital attendants.
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The Paul Lombardino family cared for Mary, age 12 and Corrine, age 3.  Then as the
hospitalized family members were released, they joined the girls at the Lombardino home.
Corine said one of them was in the hospital three months.

Evidence of the esteem the Mondello family had in Powhaten is shown by the fact that during
their absence, the cotton crop matured and good neighbors picked the crop for them.

The Shreveport Times of Tuesday, September 17, 1912 followed up on the shooting:

CATCH ASSASSINS OF MONDELLO AT BUNKIE
The Italians Were on Their Way to Hide in Swamp
SULLEN AT FIRST; FINALLY CONFESS

Two Penina Brothers Who Killed Joe Mondello at Powhatan and Shot Others of Family, Claim Dead
Man Shot at Younger Brother With Pistol Before Fatal Shot Was Fired.

Bunkie, La., Sept. 16.—Joe and George Penina, the two ltalians charged with the murder of the
Modello family at Powhatan, were captured today by Town Marshal E. B. Worth.  Sheriff Freeman of
Natchitoches was at once notified and a deputy sent on the first train to take them in charge. A reward
of $50 was offered by the citizens of Powhatan for the murderers’ capture. The prisoners denied their
identity and gave the names of Joe and George ??pierio. They had the guns used in the killing tied in
bundles and were on their way to the Atchafalaya Swamp. They were sullen and refused to talk.

A later special from Bunkie states that Joe Penina, the youngest of the two brothers, confessed to the
kiling of Mondello. He stated to Marshal Worthy that Mondello ran from his house to the road,
brandishing a pistol, as he, Penina, was going by with a shotgun to kill a vicious dog belonging to
Mondello. He said Mondello then ran back to the house and began to shoot at him, all the shots going
wild. Penina then blazed away with his shotgun, but says he did not know whether he killed anybody or
not. After the shooting he and his brother took a Texas & Pacific Passenger train for Bunkie, where
they were captured. The younger brother completely exonerates the older.

Joe Mondello, Jr., the most seriously wounded of the three and whose condition was considered critical
after pneumonia developed, is reported doing nicely at the Charity Hospital. His mother and his brother
are considered to be out of danger from their wounds, unless blood poison or some other unforeseen
development arises.

The father of Joe and George Penina and also his two sons-in-law were arrested by Sheriff Freeman of
Natchitoches Parish yesterday, following the coroner's inquest over the body of Joe Mondello, Sr. It
was believed they knew considerable of the tragedy as the testimony indicated that several persons
had participated in the assassination.

Only one member of the Mondello family escaped the assassin's gun. She is a little girl of tender age
and her testimony at the coroner’s inquest was to the effect that only two men fired on the house. They
are believed to be the Penina boys, thus corroborating the story told by the wounded boys and their
mother at the hospital. She said the trouble started over their dog banking at one of the Penina boys as
he passed the house, as was published in The Times yesterday.
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Dead Man Buried.
Special to The Times.

Natchitoches, La., Sept. 16—The remains of Joe Mondello, the wealthy Italian farmer, of Powhatan,
who was shot Saturday night by the Penina brothers, were brought here and buried from the evening
train.

Anna chose to take her children to Chicago where she lived with her brother, Charlie Palazzo
and her 7™ child, Josephine, was born there in 1913. After two years in Chicago, observing the
growing warfare between Al Capone and federal agents, Anna decided to once again take her
chances in Powhaten. They returned to find all of their farming implements missing and they
had to start over from scratch once more.

World War I broke out and Joseph Mondello, Anna’s eldest son age 21, was drafted. The next
eldest son was only 16 so after petitions and letters, Joseph was given a hardship discharge,
having to serve only 6 months.

Anna and her children became truck farmers raising vegetables for family consumption and for
sale. In the 1920 Census Anna Mondella and her family are enumerated thus in Natchitoches
Parish, ED 41, Sheet 11B:

243/250 Mondello, Joe Head Rents M W 26 S 1904 Italy  Italy  Italy
Annie Mother F W 50 W 1904 Italy  Italy  Italy
Sam Brother M W 19 S 1904 Italy  Italy  Italy
John Brother M W 15 S 1904 Italy  Italy  Italy
Luke Brother MW 14 S LA Italy  Italy
Corine  Sister F W 10 S LA Italy  Italy
Josephine Sister FwW 78 LA Italy  Italy

In 1920 they lived next to the Frank Tombrella family c onsisting of F rank and V incenta and
children Canchia [? A son], Peter, Joe, Vincenta, and Camille.

By 1923 Anna had moved her family to Shreveport. They leased land on the Hart’s Island Road
and continued farming. The children came of age and married. Joe Mondella married Vita
Alence October 22, 1923.

Sam Mondella married R osa Manescalco January 13, 1925, and they had three sons: Joseph
Mondello who was an auto dealer, Phillip Mondello and John Mondello.

Corine Mondello married Vincent Pastiro November 4, 1928 and they had no children.

John Mondello married Virginia Rosole October 20, 1930 and they had a daughter, Ann, who
married Dominick Digilormo, Jr.

Luke Mondello married Joanna Santoro October 26, 1931. He worked as a glass cutter at Libby
Owens Ford plant and his daughter, Mary Ann, married Bill Stinnett.
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